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At Shelter Insurance, 
we realize that you 
strive to be the best in 
everything you do. Students in 

the classroom, athletes on the playing 
field, or adults in daily life, all depend 
on teamwork, Each member of the team 
must fulfill his or her role for the team to 
succeed. 

Fifty years ago, Shelter Insurance was 
founded on the principle of personal 
service to policyholders and claimants 
with honor and integrity. We still hold 


SHELTER 


INSURANCE 


those principles 
as our business 
credo. Shelter's team 

of agents know their role is 
to provide you with good service, qual- 
ity insurance protection at affordable 
rates, and the security of knowing that 
we will always be there for you. 

In the spirit of the game, while you 
work hard and play hard, let your Shel- 
ter team take care of your insurance ; 
protection, for your life, home, car, farm, 
and business. 


Well always be there for you. 


Nebraska State Sales & Claims Office: 700 Pioneers Blvd. Lincoln, NE 68516 
Phone: 402-488-6040 or for toll free claims 1-800-742-7759 — 


SHELTER INSURANCE COMPANIES ¢ HOME OFFICE: COLUMBIA, MO 65218 


NEBRASKA FOOTBALL LEGACY 

By Mike Babcock 

This book spans a hundred plus years of 
Nebraska football history. The photographs 
enhance the story of the teams that have 
made the name Huskers synonymous with 
good football. $39.95 


HUSKERS ON THE HARDWOOD 
By Mike Babcock 
An in-depth look at the players 
and coaches of Husker Basketball. 
This book spans a century of great 
hoop action. $12.95 
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Home Innovations 


SPAS 
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Since when has our mascot and 
or logo become a football helmet? 
This only reinforces the nationally 
held stereotype (among some east- 
ern influences) that all our school 
cares about is football. I don’t under- 
stand some of our alumni’s insecuri- 
ty with Herbie Husker. 

Among national alumni, it is a 
much more endearing symbol than 
an inanimate football helmet. Until 
the powers that be come up with 
something better to replace Herbie, 
let's stick with him. 

Mark J. Bernasek, ‘81 
BERNASEM@dma.gov 


This letter is in response to Doug 
Looney’s prediction on the Fiesta 
Bowl (Jan. 1996). 

Dr. Tom’s boys deserve an apolo- 
gy for that complete understatement. 
How can you give only seven points 
to the No. 1 offensive team in the 


nation, going up against Florida's 
undersized and overconfident 
defense. He stated that Florida had 
too much speed for Nebraska. What 
did they do, leave it in Florida? 
Tommie Frazier and Lawrence 
Phillips walked all over Florida’s so- 
called defense alone. The Big Red 
simply controlled the line of scrim- 
mage on both sides of the ball. 
Spencer Huggett 
Roslyn, S.D. 


I have been an avid Husker fan 
since the “knothole days” in the late 
1920s and early 30s. Never have I 
been more proud and impressed 
with the Nebraska football program. 

Coach Tom Osborne should be 
considered a great man and wonder- 
ful coach. Either statement applies. 
He will go down in the annals of 
Nebraska football as one who has 
accomplished more toward develop- 
ment of athletes than any other 
coach. No coach better exemplifies 
what it means to understand and 
help athletes in their time of need. 
This help not only relates to improv- 
ing their athletic skills, but to the 
development of character. 

John Tunberg 
Destin, Fla. 


Tn all the years that I have taken 


Huskers Illustrated, | have never 
seen a better issue than you 
February 1996 edition. I went to the 
newsstands and bought four more 
copies for friends. 

[also bought the Sports Illustrated 
edition, but yours blew it out of the 
water. The photos from the game 
were unique. Especially the opener 
with the guy screaming. What a clas- 
sic shot. I was there in Tempe and 
that photo captured the emotion that 
[and many others felt that night. 

Patrick Berry 
Omaha, Neb. 


I can’t wait to see what the 
recruiting gurus have to say about 
this year’s recruiting class. I’m pre- 
dicting they will rip the Huskers 
saying Tom Osborne again failed to 
sign top-flight talent. News flash, 
but this same thing is said every year 
and we've won two consecutive 
national titles. I think it’s time for the 
gurus to get a day job. 

Justin Kalibra 
St. Paul, Minn. 


Please send your comments and ques- 
tions to Letters, P.O. Box 83222, Lincoln, 
Neb. 68501. Or fax them to us at (214) 
851-1720. We reserve the right to edit the 
letters for clarity, content and length. 


Bigger, Better. 
Faster. Stronger. 


The Huskers aren’t too shabby either. 


Congratulations to the Husker football team for winning back-to-back national championships. 
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t appears Nebraska's football 
recruiting class for 1996 will 
rank among the nation’s best 
according to the self-pro- 
claimed experts. 

Tom Osborne feigned con- 
cern regarding that fact in 
announcing the Cornhuskers’ 
18 scholarship recruits during 
a news conference in the 
South Stadium varsity lounge on 
Feb, 7, the national letter-of-intent 
signing day. 

“I'm a little bit nervous 
because we may be rated some- 
where in the Top 10,” Osborne 
said, somewhat facetiously. “I 
prefer to be (rated) 30, 35 or 40. 
Usually, you do better if you’re 
rated lower.” 

In Nebraska's case, at least, 
that has been true in recent sea- 
sons. The Cornhuskers have 
won five straight conference 
titles and back-to-back national 
championships with recruiting 
classes that didn’t receive the 
respect they obviously deserved. ff 

Osborne and his staff do their 
own evaluations of potential 
recruits rather than relying on 
the limited perspective afforded by 
lists compiled by the aforemen- 
tioned experts. 

There is a certain amount of circu- 
lar reasoning in such lists, which 
probably explains why Nebraska's 
class will be accorded a little more 
national respect than usual. 

Player rankings depend on the 
reputations of the schools that 
recruit them rather than on objective 
criteria. For example, Notre Dame's 
recruiting classes perennially rank 
among the nation’s best because of 
Notre Dame's high profile national- 
ly. If Notre Dame is interested in a 
player, he must be outstanding. 
Therefore, all of Notre Dame’s 
recruits are, by definition, outstand- 
ing. [f they weren't then Notre Dame 
wouldn’t recruit them. 

Since Nebraska was a repeat 
national champion, some of the 
players the Cornhuskers recruited 
this year were probably rated higher 


Fiesta Fallout 


than they would have been other- 
wise. 

Ironically, the second national 
title — or, at least, the Fiesta Bowl 
victory that clinched it — had a 
detrimental effect on recruiting in a 
couple of instances, according to 
Osborne. The 62-24 victory against 
Florida was so decisive that some 
recruits went elsewhere. 

After the game, three or four 


recruits who had indicated they 
Michael Chow 


Perceived to have nothing but 
supermen on his team, Osborne 
had recruits back off for fear of 

not getting playing time. 


would visit Nebraska called to say 
they had changed their minds. They 
weren't coming, they said, because 
they didn’t think they could play at 
Nebraska. 

“We couldn't change their 
minds,” Osborne said. “They said: 
‘You're too good.’ You'd think that 
would never happen. But it did.” 

The Cornhuskers had a solid 
recruiting relationship with what 
they considered the best high school 
player in Oklahoma, Osborne said. 
“Milt Tenopir said he had the wall of 
his bedroom papered with Nebraska 
stuff. 

“So we thought, ‘We've got a 
good shot at (getting) this guy.’ But 
when we called there, he said: ‘I just 
don’t think I can play for you.’” 


National title aside, the dramatic and decisive victory in the 
Fiesta Bowl both helped and hurt this year’s recruiting process 


And there was nothing the 
Cornhuskers could do to change 
that. 

Such recruits “thought: ‘Well, 
you've just got a bunch of supermen 
out there.” So that was tough,” 
Osborne said. “It (the Fiesta Bowl 
game) was just one of those nights. 
We were good. But we weren’t that 
much better.” 

The lopsided bowl-game victory 
might have had more of an impact 
on recruiting than some much- 
publicized off-the-field problems, 
said Osborne. “The (effect of the 
negative) national publicity was a 
little nebulous. We couldn’t put a 
handle on that, whether it was a 
plus or a minus.” 

It hurt some. Heavily 
recruited players who had to nar- 
row long lists of schools might 
have crossed off Nebraska 
because of that. “But it didn’t 
seem to be a huge factor,” said 
Osborne. “And in some cases, it 
was a plus.” 

Osborne’s handling of 
Lawrence Phillips, for example, 
indicated to some recruits that if 
they chose Nebraska, they could 
count on his support, that he and 
his assistants wouldn’t “throw (a 
player) to the wolves if some circum- 
stance comes up that isn’t very 
favorable. 

“We probably saw about as much 
of that as the other. It helped us with 
some. It hurt us with some. But at 
least people knew about us.” 

That Osborne was able to main- 
tain a sense of humor about the mat- 
ter was further evidence of the negli- 
gible effect it had on recruiting. 

“We set out to recruit 18, and we 
got 18 signed,” Osborne said. All but 
Ralph Brown, II, announced their 
intentions before the letter-of-intent 
signing day. The speculation on 
Nebraska's recruiting class being 
included among the nation’s elite 
was pre-Brown. His inclusion only 
made it better. 

That's good . .. or bad, depending 
on how you look at it. “I think they’Il 
work out well,” Osborne said. @ 
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Big Red Boulevard 


Located beneath the South Stadium, this walkway is the path 
which leads the Huskers from the locker room to Memorial 
Stadium. We invite you to have a name engraved in one of the 
boulevard's bricks. With your help we can continue the proud tra- 
dition of Nebraska football. 

Two sizes of bricks are available. A 4” x 8” brick holds two rows 
of 16 characters and the price is $100. An 8” x 8” brick holds three 
rows of 16 characters and the price is $250. This purchase is a 
tax deductible donation to the University of Nebraska Athletic 
Program. 


Autographed Foothall/ Volleyhall 


Authentic autographed balls contain signatures of the 1995 
national championship volleyball team ($50) and the 1995 nation- 
al championship football team ($100). Both balls are pre-printed 
with autographs of every team member and contain the official 
University championship team logo. 


1993 Team Photos 


A color team picture, with a printed heading stating the year and 
the record of each team, is also available. Pictures were taken 
prior to the start of the season in full uniform. Cost of both the 
football team photo and volleyball team photo is $10 each. 


Stickers and Pins 


Car window stickers and stickers for notebooks and non-weath- 
ered materials are available for each championship team. The 
logo commemorating each championship season is also available 
as a collar/hat pin. Approximate size of both stickers is 5” x 3 1/2”, 
while the pins are approximately 1” x 1”. Stickers are $1 each, 
pins are $5. 


HuskervVision Videos 


Videos highlighting the Nebraska volleyball and football nation- 
al championship seasons, as well as the bowl trip are again avail- 
able as produced by HuskerVision. This is the only video that gets 
you into the locker room for pre and postgame speeches. Follow 
the Huskers through their championship seasons. Last year's 
season highlight tape and national championship videos for foot- 
ball are also available. All videos cost $20 each. 


National Championship Posters 


National Championship posters were produced commemorat- 
ing both the football and volleyball championship seasons. The 
official championship poster produced by the Husker Athletic 
Department, is the only one featuring game action photos of the 
Husker stars. Last year’s championship poster and a Tommie 
Frazier poster, complete with a presigned autograph, are also 
available. 


Foothall 


Big Red Boulevard Brick 
(8” x 8") 

Big Red Boulevard Brick 
(4” x 8”) 

Autographed Football 
Football Team Photo 
Football Logo Lapel Pin 
Inside Football Sticker 
Car Window Football 
Sticker 

1994 Season Video 

“Four Straight Big Eight” 
1995 Orange Bowl Video 
“Finished Business” 

1995 Season Video 

“A Decade of Dominance” 
1996 Fiesta Bowl Video 
“Reflection of Perfection” 
Tommie Frazier Poster 
1994 Championship Poster 
1995 Championship Poster 


Volteyball 


Volleyball Team Photo 
Autographed Volleyball 
Volleyball Logo Lapel Pin 
Volleyball Sticker 

Car Window Volleyball 
Sticker 

1995 Volleyball Season 
Highlights Video 

“One Goal ... One Focus ... 
One Champion” 

1995 Championship Poster 


*Tax included 
Note: 


shipping. 


To order hy 
Credit Card call: 


1-800-243-G319 


Husker Authentics 
19335 “O" Street 
Lincoln, NE 68510 


$20 
$5 


Shipping and Handling Charges are NOT 
included. Please allow 4 to 6 weeks for 


NEBRASKA CHAMPIONSHIP 


Nebraska Back To Back Leather Jacket 
This incredible full leather Huskers championship jacket 
features an intricately detailed, raised leather Back To Back 
Championship design. Made by the Jeff Hamilton Leather 
Company. Limited edition item. 


$1389.99 ea. Item # NECOF20163 


Also Available: Twill Jacket with raised leather logos. 
$498.95 ea. Item # NECOF20166 


Adult Sizes*: S, M, L, XXL, XXXL, or send us your measurements and we will 
custom order your dimensions. (No refunds or exchanges unless due to 
manufacturers defect.) Allow 4-8 weeks for delivery. 


1995 National Championship Coin 
Commemorate the 1995 National Champions with this beautiful 
Huskers coin. Individually numbered, this coin is made of 1 
02., 999% pure silver and is overlaid in 24 kt. gold. A limited 
edition of 1,995. Certificate of authenticity is included. 


$49.95 ea. Item # NECOF20155 


Also Available: 1994 National Championship Coin 
$49.95 ea. Item # NECOF20154 xr 


Nebraska Back to Back Coin Set 
Commemorating the Back to Back National Titles, 
this matched numbered, limited edition set is one 
of a kind. Enclosed in a red acrylic case, each coin 
is made of 1 o2., .999% pure silver. Limited to an 
edition of 500. Comes complete with a certificate 
of authenticity. 


$82.50 ea. Item # NECOF20157 


1-800-65-ORDER 2x. 
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Cleaning Up 


Another Top 10 class for Nebraska as it 
continues to prove to be the nation’s model 
for college football programs By James Hale 


Nebraska went into the 1996 recruiting season 
in the best recruiting position in the country. The 
Huskers had put together back-to-back national gridiron 
championships and just missed on a third title with a 
missed field goal as time ran out 
against Florida State in 1994. 

Despite the negative off the 
field publicity the Huskers 
endured during the 1996 season, 
they were hailed as the model } 
program on how to build a col- 
lege football dynasty. 

Nebraska was one of the ‘in’ | 
schools among prep football play- | 
ers. A school which players auto- 
matically put on their list because |_ 
it looks so good. 

The Huskers, looking for| 
another balanced class, hoped to | 
sign a quarterback who could |¥ 
have a major impact as a fresh- |7_ 
man. With Tommie Frazier and |~ 
Brook Berringer gone, the} 
Huskers will have perennial back- 
up Matt Turman listed as the No. | 
1 quarterback going into spring |” 
ball. If healthy, Scott Frost, Jeff 
Perino and Frankie London 
should also be in the run- Nebraska landed 17 prep 


ning. All-Americans including receiver 
Looking to reload on the J-R- Edwards (left) defensive 

offensive line, at fullback back Mike Brown (above) and 

offensive lineman Justin Ferrell 


and at receiver was also a 
priority. 

A year ago, the Huskers 
shocked the college football recruiting world, having the 
majority of their nationally ranked Top 10 recruiting 
class committed by the first weekend in January. 

Nebraska coach Tom Osborne warned many times 
this year that 1995 was a very unusual recruiting year 
for Nebraska. It wasn’t likely to be duplicated again. 

However, the Huskers threw a recruiting scare on the 
college football world when they earned a commitment 
from All-American running back DeAngelo Evans of 
Wichita (Collegiate), Kan., in the middle of the summer. 

Evans has been a household name in the prep football 
world since his sophomore year when he rushed for 
3,060 yards and 49 touchdowns. Going into his senior 
year he was on pace to break every rushing record in 
prep football. However, an ankle injury forced him to 
miss six games and Evans had to settle for finishing as 


(right). 


the fourth best rusher of all time with 8,473 yards and 
the third best touchdown scorer with 131. 

Despite the injuries, Evans put together a senior year 
most would be proud off with 986 yards and 19 touch- 
downs. However, the Huskers came 
painfully close to not getting a chance 
at Evans. 

Evans took his first visit to Notre 
Dame and came back committed to the 
Fighting Irish. Fortunately for Husker 
Mies] fans, Evans’ father wanted him to give 
84) the Huskers a look. 

“T came back from Notre Dame all 
caught up in their great football tradi- 


visit,” Evans said. “However, my dad 
| was smarter than that. He didn’t nec- 
essarily care if I committed to Notre 
Dame, but he knew how great the 
Nebraska program was and how I 
always liked it and insisted that I visit 
them before making any decision. 
“Tam glad he did, because he turned 


football season 
had started, the 
Huskers earned a com- 
mitment from the top 
running back in the 
country. Despite the 
injuries, the Huskers 
never wavered on A 
their scholarship offer. 

It wasn’t long before the 
Huskers earned their next 
two commitments. In 
October, Nebraska earned 
two outstanding in-state 
commitments from 
offensive lineman 
Russ Hochstein of 
Hartington (Cedar 
Catholic) and full- 
back Willie Miller of 
Omaha (Bellevue 
West). 

Hochstein, a life 
long Husker fan, 


accepted without considering any 
other school. Miller emerged as one 
of the nation’s best fullbacks and at 
season’s end earned All-American 
honors after rushing for 1,603 yards 
and 19 touchdowns. He, too, always 
wanted to play for the Huskers. 

The Huskers worked hard to get 
in on at least 35 of the top 100 play- 
ers in the country. Their search for a 
quarterback also took them through 
a who’s who of All-American 
run/pass quarterbacks. 

Looking for a Frazier clone, the 
Huskers worked to get visits from 
Odell James of Aldine (MacArthur), 
Texas; Rashard Casey of Hoboken, 
N.J.; Tee Martin of Mobile 
(Williamson), Ala.; Quincy Carter of 
Decatur (Southwest DeKalb), Ga.; 
Ortege Jenkins of Long Beach 
(Jordan), Calif.; and Kenton Evans of 


Experience Nebraska football like never 
before...on your multimedia computer! 
Relive NU’s preatest triumphs, near misses, 
and brightest stars: 

Volume | includes; 

Over 40 minutes of video highlights on 38 

players and 25 pames! 

Over 1,000 action photos! 

Reviews of all games from 1973 through 

1994's national championship season! 

Bios, mug shots and statistics of over 600 

lettered players! 

Plus: Coach bios, team and individual 
statistics, NU records and more! 


Memphis (Westwood), Tenn. 

Top 100 national talents like 
defensive tackle Eric Jefferson of 
Shreveport (Evangel), La.; defensive 
back Robert Pollard of Orange Park, 
Fla.; Mike Brown of Scottsdale 
(Saguaro), Ariz.; defensive back Joe 
Dawkins of Hackensack, N.J.; defen- 
sive end Damione Lewis of Sulpher 
Springs, Texas; running back Patrick 
Pass of Tucker, Ga.; and running 
back Daymon Carroll of Norristown, 
Pa., were just a few seriously consid- 
ering the Huskers early on in the 
recruiting season. 

Nebraska, Penn State, Ohio State, 
Tennessee, Southern California, 
Florida and Florida State were the 
most popular recruiting schools 
from the start and when the smoke 
cleared things pretty much remained 
that way. 


Multimedia CD- 
ROM puts the excite- 
ment of 22 years of 
| Husker highlights 
and ae at 
/ your fingertips! 


ONLY $39.00 + 
$4.00 (S&H) 
Money Back Guarrantee! 
Order Volume I (‘73-’94) Now and receive Volume I] 
(‘73-’95) for Only $4.00 (S&H) when available. 


Never before has so much Husker info 
been so easily accessible! 

The interactive interface is easy and fun 
to use regardless of your computer 
experience. 

Volume I covers Tom Osborne’s reign as 
head coach, from his first win against UCLA 
in 1973, through the ‘95 Orange Bow! win in 
Miami. 

Volume II includes everything on 
Volume I, plus the 1995 season with 
Fiesta Bowl. Huskers in the Pros, and 
more! 


“T think it’s the best product to come out in the four years 
that I’ve been involved with Husker merchandise.” 


Mike Osborne 


wv Call Now! 1-800-4-HUSKER|(@ 


<2 This product is licensed by the Collegiate Licensing Company. System requirements: 
yy 486+, 4 MB RAM, 16-bit sound card, 2x speed CD-ROM drive, Windows 3.1 or later. 
Volume II available on Macintosh! 


Evans & Clark Publishing, 1339 ‘O’ Street Suite 3, Lincoln, Neb., 68508 
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Knowing they were playing in the 
national championship game, the 
Huskers wanted to have at least two 
impact recruiting weekends in 
December. 

The first weekend in December, 
the Huskers concentrated on a trio of 
the top offensive linemen in the 
country in the Webb twins Joshua 
and Micah of Turlock, Calif., and 
Sasho Becvarovski of Crown Point 
(Lake Central), Ind. 

The Webbs were on their first 
visit of the some of the nation’s top 
football schools. UCLA, USC, 
Colorado and Tennessee were also 
set for visits early. Becvarovski 
wasn’t looking to get away from 
home, but once in Lincoln, he real- 
ized right away that Nebraska was 
for him. 

“I wanted to go to a school that is 
noted for it’s offensive linemen and 
Nebraska is second to none,” 
Becvarovski said. 

Nebraska earned the first of three 
commitments from Missouri when 
down lineman David Webber put 
his recruiting to bed early by giving 
a verbal to the Huskers. In doing so 
Webber, one of the top players in the 
Midlands, decided to forget about 
possible visits to Alabama, Arkansas 
and Missouri. 

The second weekend in December 
brought two of the top in-state tal- 
ents to Lincoln in wide receiver J.R. 
Edwards of Lincoln (Southeast) and 
wide receiver John Gibson of 
Papillion  (Papillion-LaVista). 
Pollard also made his way to Lincoln 
and with the Huskers continuing to 
look for the top offensive linemen in 
the country, brought in John 
Merandi of Lake Arrowhead, Calif., 
and Chad Ward of Kennewick 
(Riverview), Wash. 

The Husker quarterback situation 
was put on center stage during the 
big December 15th weekend. Martin 
and James made it to Lincoln, both 
very interested in taking over for 
Frazier. Martin was also considering 
Tennessee and Auburn while James 
had already visited Baylor and 
Florida State. 

Nebraska was also taking their 
shot at inside linebacker George 
Guidry out of Lake Charles 
(Washington-Marion), La. Guidry 
was interested in Notre Dame, 
Michigan, Florida and Michigan on 
his early list. 

Jefferson also made his scheduled 
visit, but was leaning toward Illinois 
or Texas A&M. Plano, Texas, All- 
American offensive lineman Chris 
Valletta also was in Lincoln to take a 


NAME HT. WI. 


Dan ALEXANDER 6-1 230 
Sasho BECVAROVSKI 6-5 255 
Mike BROWN 60 190 
Ralph BROWN, II 5-11 175 
J.R. EDWARDS 62 175 
DeAngelo EVANS 59 210 
Justin FERRELL 6-4 290 
Clint FINLEY 6-1 190 
John GIBSON 60 185 
George GUIDRY 63 225 
Russ HOCHSTEIN 6-4 240 
Loran KAISER 65 220 
Willie MILLER 61-225 
Carlos POLK 62 220 
Robert POLLARD 62 205 
Khari REYNOLDS 5-11 170 
Steve WARREN 63 275 
David WEBBER 63 275 


POS. HOMETOWN (HIGH SCHOOL/JUCO) 


FB/LB Wentzville, Mo. 
OL — Crown Point, Ind. (Lake Central) 
DB Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 
DB Walnut, Calif. (Bishop Amat) 
REC Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
RB Wichita, Kan. (Collegiate) 
OL Mission, Texas (Sharyland) 
QB Cuero, Texas 
REC/DB Papillion, Neb. (LaVista) 


DE Lake Charles, La. (Wash.-Marion) 
OL Hartington, Neb. (Cedar Catholic) 
LB/DE Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 
FB Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue West) 
LB Rockford, Ill. (Guilford) 
RB/DB Orange Park, Fla, 
REC/DB Mays Landing, NJ. (Egg Harbor Township) 
DL Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo) 
OL/DL St. Louis, Mo. (Hazelwood East) 


also receiving scholarships 


Luis ALMANZAR 64 235 
Lonnie FULTON 6-5 250 
Eric JOHNSON 6-1 195 


look at the Husker program as was 
linebacker Steve Trejo out of Case 
Grande (Union), Ariz. 

However, the 15th was really a 
weekend for running backs. If you 
don’t think Nebraska can attract 
some running backs, then think 
again. All-American fullback Daniel 
Alexander of Wentzville, Mo.; half- 
back Vanez Gooch of Jacksonville 
(White), Fla.; and Rahshon Spikes of 
Meriden, Conn., were all high profile 
players who visited Nebraska. 

Edwards and Becvarovski became 
the Huskers’ fifth and sixth commit- 
ments soon after the 15th. Trejo was 
thought to be leaning the Huskers’ 
way, along with Guidry, James, 
Martin and Gibson. 

It was at this time the Huskers 
learned that once again they 
wouldn’t get all the state’s best in- 
state talent as Adam Hotz of 
Papillion (Papillion-LaVista), Neb., 
decided he wanted to play at Kansas 
State. Nebraska was never the front 
runner with Hotz and never expect- 
ed to sign him, but would have liked 
to sign every talented in-state player. 

Visitation weekends were put on 
hold as the Huskers prepared for 
their national championship game 
with Florida, but they still managed 
to rack up recruiting commitments. 
Gibson and Alexander both decided 
the recruiting process was a drag 
and joined the Husker bandwagon 
on December 26th. 


Two days later, defensive 


TE Jersey City, NJ. (Dickinson) 
OL Grand Island, Neb. 
DB Phoenix , Ariz. (Alhambra) 


end/linebacker Loren Kaiser of 
Farwell (St. Paul), Neb., become the 
fifth in-state talent to stay at home. 

Kaiser’s commitment brought 
Nebraska’s total to nine before the 
Fiesta Bowl game. With three play- 
ers who were actually recruited a 
year ago but would count against 
this year’s total, the number jumped 
to 12. 

Offensive lineman Lonnie Fulton 
of Grand Island, Neb., and tight end 
Luis Almanzar of Dickinson, N.J., 
enrolled as part time students at the 
first of the year to save a year of eli- 
gibility. Fulton was working to 
rehab a repaired shoulder and 
Almanzar was getting his academics 
in order. 

Prop-42 athlete Eric Johnson of 
Phoenix (Alhambra), Ariz., was the 
third. Johnson is progressing well 
and will compete this spring. 

James decided to stay down in 
Texas and go to Baylor, Carter com- 
mitted to Georgia Tech and Evans 
shocked everybody and committed 
to Memphis. With those three gone, 
Martin, Jenkins and Casey shot to 
the top of the Huskers’ quarterback 
list and Nebraska coaches started 
looking around for other possibili- 
ties. 

Commitment No. 10 came out of 
Mission (Sharyland), Texas. 
Defensive lineman Justin Farrell, 
labeled a strongman by many, 
reportedly benched 225 pounds 35 
times. 


Defensive tackle Steve Warren 
out of Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo., 
also ended his recruiting suspense. 

With only six scholarships left to 
give and still in need of a quarter- 
back, the Huskers looked for their 
defensive back recruits and the best 
available athletes. The Huskers fell 
out of the running for Pass who 
signed with Georgia. Defensive back 
Deek Cooper out of Evansville, Ind., 
chose Notre Dame and Jason Cooper 
out of Oakland, Calif., stayed out 
West at Oregon. 

Nebraska scored two outstanding 
backers in inside standout Carlos 
Polk of Rockford (Guilford), Ill, and 
Guidry, who picked the Huskers 
over Oklahoma. Polk finished his 
career as one of the leading tacklers 
in Illinois state history. 

With only four scholarships left 
to give, the Huskers scaled back the 
number of visits and worked to sign 
a quarterback and the best defensive 
backs they could find. 

However, a Husker recruiting 
class wouldn't be complete without 
a player from New Jersey and speed 
receiver Khari Reynolds of Mays 
Landing (Egg Harbor Township) 
decided he would bring his 10.5 (100 
meter) speed to Lincoln. 

Mike Brown provided the first 
boost in the secondary. Rated as the 
number one defensive back in the 
country, he chose the Huskers over 
UCLA and Oregon. 

The Huskers also entertained top 
10 defensive backs Damien Allen of 
LaVerne (Damien), Calif., and Ralph 
Brown, II of Walnut (Bishop Amat), 
Calif., and a new quarterback recruit 
in Clint Finley out of Cuero, Texas 

The Husker quarterback picture 
disintegrated when Martin switched 
commitments from Tennessee to 
Auburn. Casey decided Lincoln was 
too cold for him. However, he chose 
Penn State which indicates weather 
wasn’t the true decision. 

Finley was set to sign with Texas 
A&M or Texas, but once he visited 
Nebraska he decided he would be 
their quarterback of the future. 
Lindsay committed to Oklahoma 
State, but the Huskers continued to 
recruit him to the very end. 

The Huskers struck gold in the 
secondary at the end with Pollard 
and Ralph Brown, II choosing the 
Huskers. In all, the Huskers ended 
up with three of the top 10 defensive 
backs in the country. That’s not 
counting the fact that super athletes 
John Gibson and J. R. Edwards could 
wind up playing on that side of the 
ball. 
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ith the emergence 
of the Big 12 next 
season, the 1996 
recruiting race had 
an interesting twist. 
This group of fresh- 
men will be the first 
to play in the Big 
12, setting up new 
battle lines that have never been 
crossed before. 

What's ironic is that the Big 12 
didn’t set up any new recruiting 
wars, in fact the same schools have 
been recruiting against each other 
for years. 

The first Big 12 recruiting cham- 
pionship belongs to Nebraska. The 
two-time defending national cham- 
pions signed a class that included 
three of the top 10 defensive backs 
in the country, a record setting half- 
back, two All-American fullbacks, 
an All-American linebacker and the 
usual slew of great down linemen. 

Injuries are all that kept Wichita 
(Collegiate), Kan., halfback 
DeAngelo Evans (5-foot-9, 210 
pounds, 4.4 40-yard dash) from 
rewriting every rushing and scoring 
record in prep football. The Huskers 
reloaded in the secondary with 
Robert Pollard (6-2, 205, 4.4) of 
Orange Park, Fla.; Mike Brown (6-0, 
190, 4.4) of Scottsdale (Saguaro), 
Ariz.; and Ralph Brown (5-11, 175, 
4.5) of Walnut (Bishop Amat), Calif. 

George Guidry (6-3, 225, 4.6) of 


Nebraska’s Big Haul 


Defending national champs win first Big 12 recruiting race 


over runners-up Colorado, Texas and Baylor 


By JAMES HALE 


Lake Charles (Washington-Marion), 
La., is a top five linebacker national- 
ly. Willie Miller (6-1, 225, 4.6) of 
Omaha (Bellevue West), Neb., and 
Daniel Alexander (6-1, 230, 4.5) of 
Wentzville, Mo., are two of the top 
eight fullbacks in the country. Justin 
Ferrell (6-4, 290, 5.0) of Mission 
(Sharyland), Texas, heads a solid mm 
group of linemen. 

Rick Neuheisel put together 
another top-10 class with his first 
at Colorado. Quarterback Adam 
Bledsoe (6-5, 210, 4.8), the} 
younger brother of New f 


Bledsoe, of Yakima | 
(Eisenhower), Wash., has similar } 
potential. 

The Buffs signed a number of 
outstanding offensive linemen 


4.9) of Englewood (Cherry 
Creek), Colo., and Jason 


like Tom Ashworth (6-6, 240, Lae 


Ellis (6-0, 193, 4.4) of Brownsville 
(Hanna), rounds out the UT class. 
Baylor put together one of the 
most interesting classes in the coun- 
try. The talent in this class ranks in 
the top five in the country. However 
as many as 12 of the signees are cur- 
rently academically ineligible, mak- 


Brandon Daniels (left) helped 
Oklahoma secure a to 


recruiting 


Entzminger (6-7, 300, 5.1) of class. Texas A&M signed Eric Jennings 


Temple Hills (Archbishop 
Carroll), Md. 
Colorado made its biggest 


recruiting impact on defense. Sean 
Jarne (6-6, 270, 4.9) is an All- 
American defensive tackle out of 
Anaheim (Esperanza), Calif. 
Defensive end Ian Loper (6-5, 235, 
4.6) of San Diego (Point Loma), 
Calif., is a similar talent. 

Texas put together one of the 
strongest classes of offensive and 
defensive linemen in the country. 
On defense, the Longhorns ral- 
lied late to sign nose guard 
Casey Hampton (6-1, 300, 5.0) of 
Galveston (Ball), Texas; defen- 
yj sive tackle Derrick Curry (6-4, 

265, 4.9) of Houston (Jones); 
defensive tackle Cedric Woodard 
(6-3, 280, 4.9) of Sweeny, Texas; 
"| and defensive end Will Goodloe 
(6-5, 245, 4.8) of San Diego 
(Monte Vista). 

The Longhorns also scored big 
on the offensive line with All- 
American Roger Roesler (6-6, 
300, 5.0) of Round Rock, Texas. 


(right) to bolster the secondary. 


ing the Bears hard to rank. 
Quarterback Odell James (6-4, 205, 
4.5) of Aldine (MacArthur), Texas, is 
ranked as one of the best run/pass 
quarterbacks in the country. James 
still has a way to go in the class- 
room. 

Oklahoma had troubles in the 
beginning, picked up some speed 
and then faltered a bit at the end. 
Despite the handicap of getting a 
late start, first-year coach John Blake 
pulled in a very talented class. 

Ada, Okla., superstar Brandon 
Daniels (6-0, 180, 4.4) is one of the 
best athletes in the country and can 
be used in many positions. All- 
American offensive lineman Scott 
Kempenich (6-7, 285, 5.0) of 
Wagoner, Okla., and speedy defen- 
sive back Mike Woods (5-11, 170, 
4.4) of Del City, Okla., are top play- 
ers from in-state that the Sooners 
signed. 

For the first time in three years 
Texas A&M didn’t win the confer- 


Already stocked at running back, 
Nebraska signed All-American 
DeAngelo Evans (left) and Texas 
signed Tony Ellis (right). 
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Richard Land (6-7, 310, 5.1) of 
Brentwood, Tenn., is another All- 
American. Texas’ leading regu- 
lar-season prep rusher, Tony 


ence recruiting title. The Aggies 
missed on one of their biggest needs, 
defensive linemen, signing only one 
Texas top-50 talent in Stephen 


Young (6-1, 275, 5.0) of Jefferson, 
Texas. The Aggies loaded up in the 
secondary with six outstanding 
prospects. Temple, Texas, speedster 
Jeff Wilson (5-10, 175, 4..4) runs a 
10.2 (100-meters) and Eric Jennings 
(5-11, 180, 4.4) of Mount San Antonio 
JC, Calif., is a top-100 JUCO talent. 

Oklahoma State continues to get 
an upgrade in talent under head 
coach Bob Simmons. The Cowboys 
landed talented quarterback Tony 
Lindsay (6-2, 190, 4.5) out of Denver 
(Jefferson), Colo. 

Kansas State reloaded at quarter- 
back with Jonathan Beasley (6-2, 
210, 4.7) of Glendale (Cactus), Ariz., 
one of the nations top-10 signal 
callers. David Allen (5-10, 175, 4.4) 
of Liberty, Mo., will give Beasley a 
target to throw to. 

Texas Tech loaded up at the skill 
positions, signing 11 athletes who- 
play either running back or defen- 
sive back. Shaun Carr (5-9, 175, 4.4) 
of Sweetwater, Texas, heads the run- 
ning back corps after rushing for 
2,279 yards last season. 

Glen Mason decided to stay at 
Kansas after originally accepting the 
head job at Georgia. Mason said one 
of the reasons he stayed was because 
of the recruiting class his staff was 
putting together. 

It may not have turned out as 
good as Mason had hoped, but run- 
ning back Arland Bruce (5-10, 180, 
4.4) of Olathe (North), Kan., and 
offensive lineman Bob Schmidt (6-1, 
255, 5.0) of the same school have star 
quality. 

Iowa State signed Darren Davis 
(5-8, 185, 4.4) of Miami (Southridge), 
Fla. Davis is the brother of Heisman 
Trophy candidate Troy Davis. 

Missouri once again brings up the 
rear of the recruiting race. The Tigers 
can’t keep their best talent in-state 
losing each of the state’s top five. 
Running back Barry Odom (6-2, 200, 
4.6) of Ada, Okla., is a solid per- 
former on offense. Hf 


- ~~ 
Odell James (left) and Tony 
Lindsay (right) add depth at 
quarterback to Baylor and 
Oklahoma State, respectively. 


Bic 12 Top Five 


| Odell James 6-4 
2) Adam Bledsoe 6-5 
3) Jonathan Beasley 6-2 
4| Tony Lindsay 6-2 
5) Clint Finley 6-1 


No 

(©) 
ARRAS 
(rn Oy NICO 


Runninc BACKS 


1) DeAngelo Evans 9 210 4.4 
2) Elijah Burkins 5-8 186 4.4 
3) Darrell Bush 5-10 180 4.4 
4) Brandon Daniels 60 180 45 
5) Arland Bruce 5-9 178 4.6 


Wwe rece 


VE 

1) Eric McCready 6-4 185 4.5 
2) Mo Little 63 175 4.4 
3) Mike Woods 5-11 170 4.4 
4) Ryan Nunez 5-9 170 4.4 
5) Alvin Porter 60 175 4.5 
Ticut enps 

1) Matt Anderson 63 230 4.6 
2) Adren Dudley 65 230 4.7 
3) Ahndre Patterson 64 250 4.6 
4) Brady McConnell 65 250 4.7 
5) Milford Stephenson 63 215 4.7 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
285 5:3 


1) Chris Valletta 6-4 ; 

2) Scott Kempenich 67 285 5.2 
3) Sasho Becvaroyski 65 255 4.8 
4) Roger Roesler 66 300 5.0 
5) Richard Land 67 310 5.2 


Derensive LINEME 
6 270 


1) Sean Jarne 6 4.8 
2) Steve Williams 65 270 4.8 
3) Olenthy Brown 66 270 4.8 
A) Steve Warren 6-3 275 49 
5) Derrick Curry 64 265 49 
Derensive ENDS 

1) Jesse Warren 66 250 4.8 
2) Cornelius Burton 66 250 4.7 
3) Will Goodloe 6-5 245 4.7 
A) lan Loper 65. 235) 4:7 
5} Ryan Allen 65 252 4.6 
LineBacKeRs 

1) George Guidry 63 225 4.6 
2) Eddrick Brooks 64 225 4.6 
3) Chris Thier: 6-2 226 4.6 
4) Kyle Cabra 6-2 215 446 
5) Fred Rogers 63 235 4.6 
Derensive BACKS 

1) Mike Brown 5-11 195 4.4 
2) Elan Edwards 60) 175: 7455 
3) Ralph Brown 5-11 175 4.5 
A) Eric Jennings 5-11 180 4.4 
5) John Gibson 60 185 44 


HOMETOWN (H.S.) 

Aldine (MacArthur), Texas 
Yakima (Eisenhower), Wash. 
Glendale (Cactus), Ariz. 
Denver (Jetferson), Colo. 
Cuero, Texas 


Wichita (Collegiate), Kan. 
Port Arthur (Jefferson), Texas 
Jersey Village, Texas 

a, Okla. 

Olathe (North), Kan. 


Englewood (Cherry Creek), Colo. 
Cofteyville (J.C.), Kan. 

Del City, Okla. 

Austin (Westlake), Texas 
Dallas (Adamson), Texas 


Moore, Okla. 

Blinn (J.C.), Texas 
Transfer from Alcorn State 
Quinn (Wall), S.D. 
Houston (Hastings) 


Plano, Texas 

Wagoner, Okla. 

St. John (Lake Central), Ind. 
Round Rock, Texas 
Brentwood, Tenn. 


Anaheim (Espernaza), Calif. 
Sapulpa, Okla. 

Navarro, (J.C.), Texas 
Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 
Houston (Jones) 


Dallas (Carter 

Houston (Lamar 

San Diego (Monte Vista 
San Diego (Point Loma 
Enid, Okla. 


Lake Charles (Wash.-Marion), La. 
Aldine, Texas 

Baytown (Lee), Texas 
Boulder (Fairview), Colo. 
Dallas (Adamson) 


Scottsdale (Saguaro), Ariz. 
Boulder (Longmont), Colo. 
Walnut (Bishop Amat), Calif. 
Mount San Anonie} ), Calif. 
Papillion (Papillion-LaVista), Neb. 


SCHOOL 
Baylor 
Colorado 
Kansas State 
Okla. State 
Nebraska 


Nebraska 
Baylor 
Baylor 

Oklahoma 
Kansas 


Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 

Colorado 

Okla. State 


Oklahoma 
Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 
Colorado 
Kansas State 


Texas A&M 
Oklahoma 
Nebraska 
Texas 
Texas 


Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 

Nebraska 

Texas 


Colorado 
Oklahoma 
Texas 


Texas 
Oklahoma 


Nebraska 
Baylor 
Texas A&M 
Colorado 
Baylor 


Nebraska 
Colorado 
Nebraska 
Texas A&M 
Nebraska 
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ALEXANDER 


HEIGHT: 6-1 © WEIGHT: 230 
SPEED: 4.7 ¢ BIRTHDAY: March 17, 1978 


SCHOOL: Wentzville, Mo. 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Multiple/Split 4-4 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (Super Prep 
Magazine, National Recruiting Advisor); All-Big Eight Region 
(Bluechip Report); All-State; All-District; All-Conference; 
All-Metro 

OTHER SPORTS: Wrestling — finished second in the state in 
1995 


High School Head Coach — Scott Swofford: 

“Although he comes from a family of athletes, he never 
played football until high school. He’s come a long way in 
a short time, and that’s a tribute to what a hard worker he 
is. In addition to rushing for so many yards, he blocked for 
our I-back, who also gained over 1,000 yards. He’s going 
to a great program that will help him reach his full poten- 
tial. He’s a great player, a great person and we expect 
great things from him.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Dan has a great combination of speed and strength. 
He will play fullback or linebacker for us. He’s an out- 
standing athlete. As a wrestler, he just seems to pin every- 
body.” 


Why Daniel Chose Nebraska: 

“I really liked the people and the different ways the 
team helps out in the community. I felt what the football 
team does for other people was incredible. Football is very 
important in Nebraska, and I wanted to be a part of some- 
thing like that.” 


cee CAPSULE eee 
Alexander is a powerful runner with the ability to run 

through you or away from you. He'll choose to run 
through you more often than not, but showed tremendous 
running instincts in rushing for 1,526 yards (8.3 average) 
and 18 touchdowns. Those statistics are remarkably con- 
sistent with the 1,587 yards he gained as a junior. Blessed 
with great drive, Alexander is also incredibly strong with a 
360 bench and 550 squat. Plans to major in computer pro- 
gramming. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Illinois, lowa, Indiana, Missouri 


Son of Katherine and Bennie Alexander 


BECVAROVSKI 


FFEN Si VEaLs 


HEIGHT: 6-5 © WEIGHT: 255 
SPEED: 5.0 ¢ BIRTHDAY: November 23, 1976 


SCHOOL: Crown Point (Lake Central), Ind. 

OFFENSE RUN: Double Wing 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (Super Prep 
Magazine); All-Midwest Region (Bluechip Report); All-State; 
All-Area 

OTHER SPORTS: None 


High School Head Coach — Elmer Britton: 

“We used him on the offensive line and at tight end. 
Since we’re primarily a running team, he did more block- 
ing than pass catching. Nebraska will probably use him on 
the offensive line. He’s a big, strong boy. He’s got great, 
quick feet and is an excellent blocker.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Sasho was ranked as one of the top offensive line 
prospects in the country, and I would have to agree with 
that assessment. He’s got all the skills that you look for in 
an offensive lineman and will be able to get bigger and 
stronger once we get him into our weight facility.” 


Why Sasho Chose Nebraska: 

“Nebraska is a different way of life, and I liked it a lot. 
Their program was different than others | had looked at. 
They really emphasize football. Nebraska has had the best 
program in the country the past two years, and that was a 
major factor in my decision. I like the guys who showed 
me around. Everybody was just so nice.” 


Becvarovski is one of the best run blockers on the prep 
scene, but showed off his total athletic ability by catching 
11 passes for 256 yards and three touchdowns as a tight 
end. An excellent leader, he likes to get involved in a num- 
ber of projects, acting as treasurer of the student council at 
Lake Central. A three-year starter, Becvarovski is a quick 
learner and seems to be the proto-type NU offensive line- 
man. Grew up in Indiana, but his parents are natives of 
Macedonia. He also speaks English, Greek, Macedonian 
and Serbian. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Iowa, Wisconsin, Miami, Texas, 
Indiana 


Son of Lepa and Tony Becvarovski 


RELIVE the MOMENT... 


PRESS THE BUTTON and... nm 


“... Look at Tommie Frazier! (ie 
How many tackles can one males 
break?! ) 
TOUCHDOWN... 75 Yards! 
It’s not that Florida, - 
they can’t tackle - 

they’re just having to tackle 

GREAT PLAYERS!” 


HOMETOWN HEROES 


ae piece contains: 
» Full Color Lithograph 
- Micro Electronic Audio — 
- Module containing een 
aS _*Play- by- Play’ action! oe 
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/ Autographed Edition - 
each piece signed 
_ by Tommie Frazier 
_ (Limited to 375) 
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_ Unautographed Edition ae 
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_ HOMETOWN HEROES INCORPORATED _ 


HEIGHT: 6-0 ¢ WEIGHT: 190 
SPEED: 4.5 ¢ BIRTHDAY: February 13, 1978 


SCHOOL: Scottsdale (Saguaro), Ariz. 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Multiple /4-4 

HONORS: Senior year — Class 4A Player of the Year; sec- 
ond team All-American (USA Today); All-State; All- 
American (Super Prep Magazine, National Recruiting 
Advisor); Dream Team (Bluechip Report); Best in the West 
(Long Beach Press-Telegram) 

OTHER SPORTS: Baseball 


High School Head Coach — Walt Sword: 

“Mike did a lot of great things for us offensively. He 
averaged nearly nine yards a carry and scored a touch- 
down every sixth or seventh carry. That kind of threat 
made it easier on our play calling. He has all the skills. Not 
a true speed back, but is very quick and explosive. He can 
run through you, around you and by you. I very rarely 
saw the first guy ever bring him down. Defensively, he 
was a blur running our alleys. Teams would try to runa 
sweep on us and he would be on them in no time laying a 
big hit.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Mike comes froma very fine family. You can’t find 
anything wrong with Mike Brown. I watched him on film 
as a junior, and he just jumped out at me. We think he is 
going to be a great player for us.” 


Why Mike Chose Nebraska: 

“My main priority was finding a school where I would 
feel comfortable. I thought the players and coaches at 
Nebraska got along real well. I was also looking to get out 
of the state. Many people thought I was going to USC. 
Honestly, I don’t know where they got their information. I 
had an open mind, and Nebraska impressed me the best.” 


sss CAPSULE se 
Brown was rated as the top defensive back in the coun- 
try according to many. He was definitely one of the top 20 
prospects in the nation. His 2,084 yards (9.6 average) and 
35 touchdowns certainly presents a case for Brown to line 
up as a Husker tailback. However, he seems destined for 
the secondary. Even if he lines up as a corner, he'll touch 
the ball on special teams where he’s a great kick returner. 
He took one back 80 yards for a touchdown as a senior. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Southern Cal, Oregon, Colorado 
Son of Susan and Bruce Freedman & Samuel Brown, Jr. 


18 MARCH 1996 


Ralph 


BROWN. Il 


HEIGHT: 5-11 © WEIGHT: 175 
SPEED: 4.4 © BIRTHDAY: September 9, 1978 


SCHOOL: Walnut (Bishop Amat), Calif. 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Multiple /4-3 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (Parade, Super Prep 
Magazine, Bluechip Report, National Recruiting Advisor); sec- 
ond-team All-American (LUISA Today); Best in the West 
(Long Beach Press-Telegram); Back of the Year (Los Angeles 
Times); Player of the Year (CIF-SS) 

OTHER SPORTS: Track 


High School Head Coach — Tom Salter: 

“We have had a number of great football players at 
Bishop Amat, and Ralph is one of the best. He was a great 
running back for us and seemed to play better against the 
best competition. He was a great defensive back for us, too 
and will probably play on that side of the ball at Nebraska. 
He’s a great player and one that Nebraska fans are going 
to love to watch.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Ralph is from a very fine football school in the Los 
Angeles area. He was also a standout running back, but 
prefers to play defense. We think he has great quickness 
and coverage ability. He’s an outstanding athlete. He was 
heavily recruited, as was Mike Brown, so we're pleased he 
committed.” 


Why Ralph Chose Nebraska: 

“I thought I played for the best in high school, and I 
wanted to continue to play with the best in college. 
Nebraska has been the best college football team in the 
country the last two years, and this is something I just 
couldn’t pass up.” 


—— ee COPSULE  SS 
Regarded as one of the top 100 players in the country, 
Brown carries the nickname ‘Brickwall,’ which signifies his 

style of play. Brown loves to hit and carries an aggressive 
attitude with him in making 57 tackles and six intercep- 
tions. Brown was also an excellent tailback, leading Bishop 
Amat to the CIF Division title last year. He finished sey- 
enth in the state in rushing with 2,246. He scored the 
game-winning touchdown in the Lancers’ Division | cham- 
pionship win over Los Angeles Loyola. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Colorado, USC, UCLA 


Son of Debra and Ralph Brown 


HEIGHT: 6-2 © WEIGHT: 180 
SPEED: 4.5 © BIRTHDAY: December 7, 1977 


SCHOOL: Lincoln (Southeast), Neb. 

OFFENSE RUN: [-Formation, Split T 

HONORS: Senior year — All-State; SuperState; Preseason 
All-America (Bluechip Report) 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball — honorable mention All- 
American (Street & Smith's); All-State 


High School Head Coach — Chuck Mizerski: 

“He was our leading receiver, and we ran all kinds of 
formations offensively just so we could try to get one-on- 
one coverage on him. He finished the year one reception 
short of the state record for receptions in a year. There is 


absolutely no question about his athleticism. He’s an out- 
standing athlete and will fit in well at Nebraska. He is the 
most athletic player I have coached in 27 years.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“].R. is a very fine athlete who could play on the college 
level in basketball as well. He’s originally from Indiana 
and has been in Lincoln for only two years. We think he’s 
an outstanding receiver, but could really play any skill 
position for us with his great athletic ability.” 


Why J.R. Chose Nebraska: 

“I knew after one visit that Nebraska would be my 
choice. I need my parents’ support both financially and 
emotionally. I just didn’t think it would be conducive to go 
somewhere else. I think Nebraska has great athletes. 
They'll put me in position to show what I can do. When 
they told me I had a chance to play right away, it was like 
music to my ears.” 


SSSsSQgzgzgzgga SESS EE _——S 

Edwards’ senior season was spectacular as he finished 
with 54 catches for 814 yards and six touchdowns. The 
grabs were the second most in state history, and he wasn’t 
bad on special teams, either. He returned 11 punts for 139 
yards and 11 kickoffs for 264 yards. When everything 
added up, Edwards had 1,271 total yards last year. On 
defense, he intercepted three and made 40 tackles. 
Edwards had to chose between football and basketball. 
Syracuse, Villanova and Oklahoma tried to get him to play 
college hoops. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Kansas State 


Son of Janet and Dennis Banks 


HEIGHT: 5-9 © WEIGHT: 210 
SPEED: 4.4 © BIRTHDAY: December 13, 1976 


SCHOOL: Wichita (Collegiate), Kan. 

OFFENSE RUN: [-Formation 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (USA Today, Super 
Prep Magazine, National Recruiting Advisor); Player of the 
Year in Kansas (Associated Press); Dream Team (Bluechip 
Report) 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball; Track 


High School Head Coach — Mike Gehrer: 

“Evans exemplifies the kind of backs Nebraska has had. 
He’s very strong and very fast, but his No. 1 asset may be 
his vision. He's got outstanding vision. He sees the entire 
field well and goes where he can to make the biggest play. 
At 5-foot-9, 215 he’s quite a load already as a high school 
player. At Nebraska, he'll just get bigger and stronger.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“DeAngelo is a young man with a great deal of speed. 
He’s a very powerful back. He’s one of the top backs in the 
country and was in our football camp last summer. He 
committed to us very early, and we feel fortunate to have 
him. He comes from a very fine family.” 


Why DeAngelo Chose Nebraska: 

“The Nebraska coaching staff was a major plus, and I 
felt that coach (Turner) Gill would also be honest with me. 
Nebraska is not afraid to play freshmen early, and I think 
that opportunity will be there for me. It’s always been a 
childhood dream to play for Nebraska, and I can’t wait to 
actually play in front of that sold-out crowd in Memorial 
Stadium. I just couldn’t get Nebraska out of my mind.” 


Css CIPSULE eee 

Evans finished his prep career as one of the most sto- 
ried running backs in the history of the game. Despite an 
injury filled senior season (he missed six games with an 
ankle injury), Evans finished as the No. 4 rusher all-time 
nationally with 8,473 yards. His 131 touchdowns were 
good enough for third-best nationally. Committed to 
Notre Dame over the summer, but changed his mind 
when his father objected. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Notre Dame, Kansas State, Miami, 
Kansas 


Son of Earnestine and Eric Evans 
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You don't have to be wealthy or investment-savvy to practice financial planning 
that can make your money grow and help assure a secure future. 
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Nebraska Beef Council SS served exclusively at... 


Justin 


FERREL 


HEIGHT: 6-4 © WEIGHT: 290 
SPEED: 4.9 © BIRTHDAY: January 25, 1978 


SCHOOL: Mission (Sharyland), Texas 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Pro-I/4-3 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (Super Prep 
Magazine, Bluechip Report); All-District; All-Valley; All- 
Area; honorable mention All-State; Who’s Who 

OTHER SPORTS: None 


High School Head Coach Pat Dowling: 

“He’s extremely strong. Not only one of the strongest 
high school players I’ve ever been around, but one of the 
strongest people I’ve ever been around He benches 500 
pounds, power cleans 375 and he’s only 17 years old. I'm 
not sure where Nebraska will play him. They recruited 


him for his combination of size, strength and ability to run. 


If [had to guess, I’d say he'll play offensively. But that’s 
Nebraska’s decision to make.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Justin has already added some 25 pounds to his frame 
just during the recruiting process. He is a fanatic weight 
lifter and could probably play on either side of the ball. He 
has good speed for a man his size. He is one of the most 
dedicated people I’ve run across. He'll talk to you forever 
about what it takes to play (football). I think he’Il make a 
tremendous impact here.” 


Why Justin Chose Nebraska: 

“The coaching staff and the attitude of the team was 
tremendous. It was the situation I was looking for. They 
don’t have a cocky attitude like some Florida schools, but 
do have a confident attitude because they know how to 
win.” 


Ferrell was a four-year letterman in football and got 
better each season. His junior year he played offensive 
tackle primarily and saw limited time on the defensive 
side. To solidify the defense during his senior year, he 
moved to middle linebacker and played very little in the 
offensive line. Incredibly strong, he has a 500 bench, 560 
squat, 375 clean and 460 incline. He can bench 225 pounds 
35 times during a set. Nebraska coaches say he is probably 
the strongest player they’ve ever had on campus. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Texas Christian, Air Force 


Son of Lynn and James Ferrell 


22 MARCH 1996 


Climt 


FINLE 


PN Jit / 


. 
HEIGHT: 6-1 © WEIGHT: 190 
SPEED: 4.5 © BIRTHDAY: March 27, 1977 


SCHOOL: Cuero, Texas 

OFFENSE RUN: Wing T 

HONORS: Senior year — Class 3A Player of the Year; Texas 
Top 100 (Dallas Morning News); All-American (Super Prep 
Magazine, Bluechip Report); All-Southwest (National 
Recruiting Advisor) 

OTHER SPORTS: Track 


High School Head Coach — Mick Finley: 

“People compare Clint to Odell James, but I think that 
Clint is a much better passer. He’s got real good speed and 
has a strong arm, What Nebraska’s offense offers is what 


he does best. He did a lot of the same things for us that 
Tommie Frazier did for them. We loved having him run 
our offense. He's just a very balanced football player.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“He's down in an area where we didn’t have much con- 
tact, so we feel very fortunate to have been able to recruit 
him. He plays quarterback, but he’s a young man who has 
the potential to play defensive back or wingback. He has 
excellent speed and is a very physical player. ” 


Why Clint Chose Nebraska: 

“I think people thought I would go to one of the Texas 
schools. But it was Nebraska which provided me the best 
opportunity for me to succeed. They were in on me from 
the start. I know they were also in on Odell James (quarter- 
back who signed with Baylor). He got more publicity than 
I did, but we did the same things. We both took our teams 
to state during our sophomore year.” 


Sa OOPS ———E 
The only quarterback to sign with Nebraska this season, 

Finley was ranked among the top 10 quarterbacks on the 
Dallas Morning News‘ Top 100 state recruits list. Finley, a 
three year starter, led Cuero to the Class 3A semifinals and 
a 13-2 record as a senior. He ran for 834 yards and passed 
for 1,789 and 20 touchdowns. Even more impressively, he 
didn’t throw an interception during the regular season. 
That streak, however, came to halt in the playoffs when he 
was picked off once. During his prep career, he accumulat- 
ed more than 6,000 yards of total offense. Missed three 
games last year with a knee bruise. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Alabama, Texas, Texas A&M 
Son of Patty and Mick Finley 


HEIGHT: 6-0 © WEIGHT: 185 
SPEED: 4.4 © BIRTHDAY: February 10, 1977 


SCHOOL: Papillion (LaVista), Neb. 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Multiple/Split 4 

HONORS: Senior year — SuperState (Lincoln Journal-Star); 
All-American (Super Prep Magazine, National Recruiting 
Advisor); Gatorade Circle of Champions All-America 
Team; Top Player in Big Eight Region (Bluechip Report) 
OTHER SPORTS: Track; Basketball 


High School Head Coach — Gene Suhr: 

“He played both offense and defense for us. He never 
came off the field. Nebraska didn’t recruit him specifically 
for offense or defense, but because he could play both 
well. He’s an outstanding football player. I think he'll start 
out at Nebraska offensively as a wide receiver, but they’re 
not ruling out defense. He was the Gatorade Player of the 
Year in Nebraska.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Probably the most heavily recruited player in the state 
of Nebraska this year. John has excellent speed. We'd like 
him to start out as a receiver, but we also think he’s poten- 
tially a very good defensive back. He has great speed and 
is a very good athlete.” 


Why John Chose Nebraska: 

“When I sat down to really think things through, I 
couldn’t think of any reason why I shouldn’t go to 
Nebraska. They were No. 1 in football and academics, 
close to home and | already had so many friends that 
either were going to Nebraska or were wanting to go. I 
liked the coaches, players, people and everything just 
came together. It will be nice to be so close to home.” 


SSS CAPSULE cee 
Gibson was the consensus top player in Nebraska after 
starting for three seasons as a wide receiver and strong 
safety at Papillion-LaVista. Last year, Gibson exploded 
with 36 catches for 838 yards, rushed for 124 more and 
managed 58 solo tackles on defense. He is also a threat 
returning kicks (12 for 283 yards) and punts (160 for 308 
yards). An incredible athlete, Gibson will start out at wide 
receiver with the possible move to safety down the road. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: [owa State, Kansas State, 
Wyoming, Colorado State 


Son of Lanora and John Gibson 


George 


GUIDRY 
| DEFENSVEGEND) > | 


HEIGHT: 6-3 © WEIGHT: 230 
SPEED: 4.6 ¢ BIRTHDAY: September 10, 1977 


SCHOOL: Lake Charles (Washington-Marion), La. 

DEFENSE RUN: 4-4 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (Super Prep 
Magazine; National Recruiting Advisor); All-Southeast 
Region (Bluechip Report); second-team All-American (USA 
Today); All-State 

OTHER SPORTS: Track; Basketball 


High School Head Coach — Fred Galloway: 

“He can change somebody’s game plan quicker than 
any other player on the field. People can’t run through him 
and because of his speed, they can’t run around him. His 
strength and speed are his biggest assets, but he can also 
work on those by the time he hits the college playing field. 
I honestly think that he can be an All-American at the next 
level. He'll be spending all year concentrating on football 
and they'll be teaching him the finer points.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“George Guidry is a big guy who returned kickoffs and 
some punts. Tony Samuel (Nebraska outside linebackers 
coach) felt he was the best rush end prospect that he knew 
of in the country this year.” 


Why George Chose Nebraska: 

“T was really impressed with the early visit that I took 
to Lincoln. It was all football business and that was what I 
was looking for. It’s not a party school. I’m going there to 
get an education and play the best type of football.” 


cess CAPSULE eee 

A four-year starter, Guidry seems tailor-made as a mid- 
dle linebacker for Nebraska. Blessed with a 375 pound 
bench, Guidry ripped through opposing blockers for 42 
solo tackles as teams ran away from his defensive end 
spot. As a junior, he played in the middle and managed 89 
tackles, 10 sacks and recovered six fumbles. He is so talent- 
ed as a defensive player, that he should never see action 
on the other side of the ball as he did on the prep level. As 
a fullback he rushed for 600 yards and 12 touchdowns as a 
senior. Big, strong and incredibly fast, Guidry was ranked 
as the fifth best linebacker prospect in the country by Super 
Prep Magazine. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Michigan, Miami, Florida, 
Oklahoma, Louisiana State 
Son of Linda and George Guidry 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 23 


Dear Husker Fan: 

For the second year in a row, I am proud to say that our Nebraska Huskers 
were voted the best team in the nation. I hope that our victory over the 
University of Florida in the Fiesta Bowl was as thrilling for you as it was for me, 
my staff and the team. 

Our 1995 team was simply tremendous. Names that will not soon be for- = 
gotten include Benning, Ellis, Green, Graham, Makovicka, Peter, Veland, J yun 
Tomich, Wistrom, Williams and, of course: ‘Tommie Frazier. Tommie rose \ oe 
to every challenge and overcame every obstacle en route to our second- 
consecutive national championship. 

Once again, the complete story of Nebraska’s unforgettable championship 
season and trip to the Fiesta Bowl has been recorded in words and pictures 
by UMI Publications, Inc. This beautiful coffee table book is bound in rich, 
red bonded leather and contains over 190 pages of detailed, behind-the- 
scenes stories, as well as the best color photography available. Also included 
are statistics, quotes from players and coaches and many other items of interest 
from our second-consecutive national championship season. 

This is the only official University publication about our second-consecutive 
championship season, and I feel that this is the book Nebraska fans will turn to 
again and again to relive the excitement of our thrilling season. This is a great gift 


for any occasion and a true collector's item. ¢ The Only Official University of Nebraska Publication 
Last year’s national championship book is still available, while supplies last for ¢ Over 190 Pages Of Full Color 
anyone who missed out! ss 
For every copy of the NEBRASKA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP BOOK ° Official Recaps From Every Game 
sold, UMI Publications, Inc. will donate a portion of the profits to Nebraska e Players And Coaches Bios 


Athletics. The Nebraska National Championship book is priced at $34.95 plus 
$5.00 postage and handling, And if you are not completely satisfied, you will be 
refunded the full purchase price. 

However, I’m confident that you will be thoroughly pleased with the quality 
of this publication. 


Sincerely, 


7 ao ae 


Tom Osborne 
Head Football Coach 


PS. Order before February 24, 1996, and you will receive a FREE copy of 
UMI’s Big 12 Basketball Handbook this fall. The Big 12 Basketball Handbook is a 
160-page magazine that covers Big 12 recruiting, national recruiting, cheerleaders 
and much more. 


University of Nebraska National Championship Order Form 


OYes, | want the 1995 Nebraska National Championship Book. Send To: 
Please reserve me copies. Enclosed is $ ($34.95 per copy plus $5.00 S&H, } 

total per copy, $39.95. NE and NC residents add $2.40 sales tax, total $42.35).Canadian and Name 
foreign orders: U.S. funds only. Add additional $5.00 S&H per book, total $44.95. 
Offer good while supplies last. 


Street Address 


OYes, | want the 1994 Nebraska National Championship Book. City 

Please reserve me _____ copies. Enclosed is $ ($34.95 per copy plus $5.00 S&H, | Stare Zip 
total per copy, $39.95. NE and NC residents add $2.40 sales tax, total $42.35).Canadian and —— = 
foreign orders: U.S. funds only. Add additional $5.00 S&H per book, total $44.95. Daytime Phone ( ye 


Offer good while supplies last. 

Payment: — —~—<o 

Total enclosed: $ or charge my Ss = os card number: exp. 

Make checks payable to: UMI PUBLICATIONS, INC. Mail this form to: NEBRASKA NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP BOOK, P.O. BOX 80015, LINCOLN, NE 68501 


© 1996 UMI Publications, Inc 


Satisfaction guaranteed with all UMI products or your money will be cheerfully refunded. 


HOCHSTEIN 


HEIGHT: 6-4 © WEIGHT: 240 
SPEED: 5.0 © BIRTHDAY: October 7, 1977 


SCHOOL: Hartington (Cedar Catholic), Neb. 

OFFENSE RUN: [-Back, Multiple Sets 

HONORS: Senior year — SuperState (Lincoln Journal-Star); 
All-Nebraska (Omaha World); All-Midlands (Super Prep 
Magazine); All-Big Eight Region (Bluechip Report); All-State; 
All-Class 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball; Track; Baseball 


High School Head Coach — Terry Kathol: 

“He has been a four-year starter on offense and 
defense. Through his four years he has played every posi- 
tion on our offensive line, so he’s very knowledgeable of 
all the different blocking assignments. He’s very hard- 
working and I think that’s the main reason he'll fit in well 
at Nebraska. He understands that he'll have to keep work- 
ing hard at his level of excellence.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Not a heavily publicized player, but if you look at him 
on film, he’s an outstanding player. He runs very well, and 
he has an outstanding frame. It may take him a year to get 
big enough to be where a lot of our offensive linemen are, 
but we think down the road he'll be a great player.” 


Why Russ Chose Nebraska: 

“Growing up in Nebraska, you have big dreams of 
playing for the Huskers. I have always gone to their sum- 
mer camps. It had always been a goal of mine to get good 
enough so that I could get a scholarship there. Staying 
close to home is great and the fact that at Nebraska we will 
always have the potential to win a national championship, 
is a big positive.” 


ee «CAPSULE ee 

Hochstein was a four-year starter at Cedar Catholic 
playing every position along the offensive line as well as 
defensive end and linebacker on defense. A solid funda- 
mental player, he made 96 tackles last season. He plays 
with a controlled fury and has the perfect temperament for 
a future Husker lineman. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Kansas State, Jowa State, Wayne 
State 


Son of Barb and Gayle Hochstein 


HEIGHT: 6-5 © WEIGHT: 220 
SPEED: 4.5 ¢ BIRTHDAY: March 22, 1978 


SCHOOL: Farwell (St. Paul), Neb. 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Power [/4-3 

HONORS: Senior year — All-Conference; All-Heartland; 
honorable mention All-State 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball 


High School Head Coach — Russ Baker: 

“He played fullback and middle linebacker for us. I 
think Nebraska will use him on defense. He’ll do well for 
them. He’s got a big frame and he'll put on muscle mass at 
Nebraska and turn into a good rush defensive end or 
down defensive tackle. He’s very quick and has very good 
technique.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“He's another player we didn’t know a great deal 
about, but on film he really jumped out. He played middle 
linebacker, and he also played tight end and fullback. He 
plays point guard on the basketball team, so he has excel- 
lent agility and speed for a guy that size. He'll probably 
end up being a defensive lineman or a rush end.” 


Why Loran Chose Nebraska: 

“Going to Nebraska is something I have always wanted 
to do ever since I was a little kid growing up. You dream 
of playing at Nebraska if you grow up in the state. They 
have a great program. You can get a great education and 
they are serious about how they do things within that pro- 
gram.” 


esses CAPSULE ces 

Kaiser was a two-year starter at St. Paul going both 
ways at running back and inside linebacker. On offense, he 
rushed for 471 yards and four touchdowns in 1995. But it 
was on defense where he drew the Huskers’ attention after 
racking up 130 tackles (83 solo). Kaiser showed off his out- 
standing athletic ability in basketball when he set a league 
record for assists with 30 in three games during the confer- 
ence tournament a year ago. An excellent student, he is a 
National Honor Society Member and made a 22 on his 
ACT. Hopes to major in veterinary science. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Wyoming 


Son of Ardie and Tom Kaiser 


HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED 25 


MILLER 


HEIGHT: 6-1 © WEIGHT: 225 
SPEED: 4.6 ¢ BIRTHDAY: September 17, 1978 


SCHOOL: Bellevue (West), Neb. 

OFFENSE RUN: Multiple 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American, Midlands Offensive 
Player of the Year (Super Prep Magazine); All-Big Eight 
Region (Bluechip Report); All-Big 12 Region (National 
Recruiting Advisor); SuperState (Lincoln Journal-Star); All- 
Nebraska 

OTHER SPORTS: Track 


High School Head Coach — John Faiman: 

“He's very strong and has decent speed. But he’s not a 
breakaway speed guy who’s going to try to turn the corner 
on you every time. He’s a great north-south runner who 
doesn’t mess around at the line of scrimmage. He always 
falls forward. He's strong and hits the holes hard. He 
brings his pads with him. He’s also a good student-athlete, 
a hard worker and when the time comes for him at 
Nebraska, he'll be able to contribute.” 


Tom Oshorne: 

“Willie Miller had a great year at Bellevue West. He ran 
the ball very well. He has excellent speed and is a very 
powerful guy.” 


Why Willie Chose Nebraska: 

“T have never really wanted to play anywhere else. I 
know Iam going to be a fullback in college and I know 
some people don’t realize it, but Nebraska is the best pro- 
gram for a fullback to play at. Most of their fullbacks get a 
shot at the pros and you get a chance to make some great 
plays at their fullback position.” 


SS CORSUE =a 
Miller emerged as one of the nation’s best fullbacks 

after leading Class A in rushing with 1,527 yards and 18 
touchdowns last season. Those totals raised his career 
mark to 3,062 despite a car accident limiting his action for 
much of his junior season. Miller, who gave the Huskers a 
verbal in October, is one of two fullbacks in this year’s 
class. A great student, Miller posted a 4.7 GPA ona scale 
of 5.0. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: No other consideration 


Son of Doris and Willie, Sr. Miller 


26 MARCH 1996 


3 HEIGHT: 6-2 ¢ WEIGHT: 220 
SPEED: 4.6 © BIRTHDAY: February 22, 1977 


SCHOOL: Rockford (Guilford), [lL 

DEFENSE RUN: 52 

HONORS: Senior year — All-State; second team All- 
American (USA Today); Northern Illinois Conference 9 
Defensive Player of the Year 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball 


High School Head Coach — Richard Infusino: 

“Carlos was our defensive coordinator the last two 
years. He is able to play smash-mouth football and has a 
great nose for the ball. He was highly recruited, the prob- 
lem was his grades. Some schools were scared off and 
stopped calling. But he got his grades in order and will be 
a good player on the next level.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Carlos Polk is an outstanding linebacker. Of the play- 
ers we rated as an inside linebacker type, we thought he 
was the best we saw in the country. We’re very pleased he 
decided to come here. He’s a very good all-around athlete, 
who plays basketball as well.” 


Why Carlos Chose Nebraska: 

“Most of the schools approached me about football, but 
Nebraska pushed academics. Football comes and goes, but 
my education will be with me forever. That was important 
to me. When my grades came up all the schools that had 
forgotten me started calling again. Nebraska stayed with 
me through the whole time. I’m not sure what I want to 
major in, but I don’t want to just be a football player. 
Nebraska gives me the best opportunity to be a total stu- 
dent-athlete.” 


ses CAPSULE ces 

Polk leaves Guilford as one of the most celebrated tack- 
lers in Illinois state history. A three-year starter, Polk made 
453 career tackles (30 behind the line of scrimmage for 150 
yards in losses) for the Vikings, as well as 10 fumble recov- 
eries, seven blocked kicks and five interceptions. Last sea- 
son he made 152 tackles and 13 sacks. In Guilford’s first- 
round playoff loss to Bollinbrook, Polk made 30 tackles. 
Polk can bench 315 pounds and squats 525 pound. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Iowa State, Illinois, Wisconsin, 


Iowa 


Son of Roberta and John Polk 


Robert 


POLL 


RUNNING 


Rick Wilson/Florida Times Union HEIGHT: 6-2 eu 
SPEED: 4.4 ¢ BIRTHDAY: August 19, 1977 


SCHOOL: Orange Park, Fla. 

OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Wing T /4-4 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American (Parade, Super Prep 
Magazine, National Recruiting Advisor); Dream Team 
(Bluechip Report); All-State 

OTHER SPORTS: Basketball; Track; Baseball 


High School Head Coach — Bob Williams: 

“Robert is a very confident kid with a lot of ability. He’s 
not afraid of competition. He has all the tools he’ll need to 
be successful on the next level. He’s one of the fiercest 
competitors I’ve ever coached.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“Robert Pollard played both running back and defen- 
sive back. He has excellent speed. He could probably play 
any one of three spots — I-back, safety or outside line- 
backer — much like Terrell Farley and Jamel Williams are 
now playing. We don’t have any one particular position in 
mind. He'll probably start out as a running back. 


Why Robert Chose Nebraska: 

“T waited until signing day because I basically wanted 
to hear everyone out. Choosing Nebraska goes way 
beyond the sports end of it. They have a high ratio of ath- 
letes graduate every year. They are also a great school and 
more importantly they are a running school. If things don’t 
go well offensively, I won’t mind switching to defense. I’m 
excited to go up there and be my own man for a while. I 
hope to major in business or computers and Nebraska is 
solid in both of those programs. I want to play in the pros 
someday, but I realize I can’t play sports forever and I 
need an education to fall back on.” 


I 

Pollard is one of the most dynamic offensive /defensive 
prep forces in the country. Last season as a tailback, 
Pollard rushed for nearly 1,000 yards in Florida’s largest 
division, Class 6A. He also showed he has great hands 
catching passes for over 400 yards as a senior. Combined, 
he contributed 2,000 yards of total offense last season. On 
defense, he was Orange Park’s second leading tackler with 
70 stops. He will probably start out on offense at 
Nebraska, 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Ohio State, Auburn, Florida 
Grandson of Jessie Green 


Khari 


HEIGHT: 5-11 ¢ WEIGHT: 170 
SPEED: 4.4 © BIRTHDAY: May 19, 1978 


SCHOOL: Mays Landing (Egg Harbor Township), N.J. 
OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Multiple /4-3 

HONORS: Senior year — All-Eastern Region (Bluechip 
Report); honorable mention All-American (USA Today); 
second team All-South Jersey; All-Cape League 

OTHER SPORTS: Track 


High School Head Coach — Gary Shultz: 

“Khari was a very fine athlete and was recognized as so 
since he was a freshman. He holds a lot of our sprint 
records. He runs good routes and has fine hands. Coach 
(Frank) Solich has talked about letting him return kicks as 
well as play receiver. We, like many schools, make our 
receivers block downfield. He has no problem putting his 
body on the line for the team. He’s just a very versatile 
player.” 


Tom Osborne: 

“He was not recruited by a lot of big schools, but we 
liked him on film. He's a very fine receiver and defensive 
back. He’s run a 10.5 in the 100 meters.” 


Why Khari Chose Nebraska: 

“Schools looked at my versatility. Being out here was a 
little bit of a concern at first, but in talking to people, they 
say if you have the talent you'll be found. Nebraska is sup- 
posed to be throwing the ball more. It was surprising that 
they came calling. I hadn’t heard from a lot of the top 
teams. Playing receiver is my first choice, but I don’t mind 
the idea of playing cornerback.” 


oe? «CAPSULE 

Speed is Reynolds’ game. He set school records in the 
100- and 200-meter dashes. Started as sophomore and 
played an important role as the No. 2 receiver. Last year, 
because of a lack of a veteran signal caller, Reynolds was 
moved to quarterback so that Egg Harbor Township could 
take advantage of his athleticism. This season, they moved 
a junior varsity kid up to quarterback so Reynolds was 
able to move back to receiver and strong safety. A 
National Honor Society Member, Reynolds posted a 3.8 
GPA last year and plans to major in architectural engineer- 
ing and design. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Maryland, Syracuse, Rutgers 


Son of Carol and Eric Reynolds 
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HEIGHT: 6-3 © WEIGHT: 275 
SPEED: 4.9 ¢ BIRTHDAY: January 22, 1978 


SCHOOL: Springfield (Kickapoo), Mo. 

DEFENSE RUN: 4-3 

HONORS: Senior year — All-American, Big Eight Area 
Defensive Player of the Year (National Recruiting Advisor); 
All-American (Super Prep Magazine); All-Big Eight Region 
(Bluechip Report); All-State; honorable mention All- 
American (USA Today) 

OTHER SPORTS: Track — set school record in the shot put 
with a throw of 55-7 1/4 


High School Head Coach — Kevin Byrne: 

“Steve brought a lot of things to our football team. We 
knew the inside was always taken care of when he was in 
the lineup. In passing situations, he shut people down 
with his ability to rush. I believe he'll be a down lineman 
at Nebraska. We've never had anyone who dominated at 
his position like Steve. His best strength is his ability to 
move people after contact. Steve is such a total package 
both on and off the field. He’s impossible to block one-on- 
one and is very quick off the ball.” 


Tom Oshorne: 

“He's a big, powerful guy. We like him as a defensive 
lineman. He has good speed for a lineman. He actually 
carried the ball some last year.” 


Why Steve Chose Nebraska: 

“Nebraska's athletic and academic programs are top of 
the line. I just didn’t see any other program matching 
Nebraska in those two areas and those were the main 
areas I was choosing a college for.” 


ss «CAPSULE eee 

Warren is a very versatile athlete who could turn out to 
be a great Nebraska offensive lineman. However, it’s on 
defense where he shined at Kickapoo racking up 165 tack- 
les (71 solo), six sacks, one interception and led the team in 
hurries. Warren was the key to the school’s semifinal fin- 
ish of 11-2 (best in school history). An excellent singer, he 
has sung the national anthem at basketball games and is a 
member of a number of choirs. His older brother, Cliff, is a 
senior at Northwestern Oklahoma. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Illinois, Kansas 


Son of Jean and Clifford Warren 
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David 


WEBBER 
g iMESL 


HEIGHT: 6-3 © WEIGHT: 275 
SPEED: 4.9 © BIRTHDAY: August 17, 1977 


SCHOOL: St. Louis (Hazelwood East), Mo. 
OFFENSE/DEFENSE RUN: Multiple /40 
HONORS: Senior year — National High School Athlete of 
the Year (Bigger, Faster and Stronger Magazine); All-Midland 
Region (Super Prep Magazine); All-Big Eight Offensive Line 
(Bluechip Report); All-Big 12 Region (National Recruiting 
Advisor); All-State; All-Metro 

OTHER SPORTS: Wrestling — should battle fellow recruit, 
Daniel Alexander, in the state finals; Track 


High School Head Coach — Rick Gorzynski: 
“T think he’s just the kind of guy Nebraska looks for. 
He’s a workaholic, especially with weights. He has phe- 
nomenal strength. He’s also a big guy with good speed 
and loves the game. A real smash-mouth kind of player. 
I'm not sure if Nebraska will use him on the offensive line 
or the defensive side. He’s got quick enough feet to play 
defense and he’s tall enough.” 


Tom Osborne: 
“He's a guy who played both sides of the ball. The 
thing I was impressed with, is he played hard all the time. 
You look at the fourth quarter, and he was going just as 
hard as he was in the first (quarter). That’s kind of unusual 
for somebody who plays both ways. He’s a very commit- 
ted athlete, and he'll do whatever it takes to be a great 
player.” 


Why David Chose Nebraska: 
“T really liked the facilities, the people and the school 
seemed to be a nice place to be around for the next four or 
five years.” 


pees CAPSULE cee 
The best thing about Webber is that he’s a winner, play- 
ing a key role in three different state championship teams. 
Warren was the best player in Hazelwood East’s 14-0 
championship run last season. He had 65 tackles (30 solo), 
10 sacks, 17 tackles for losses and four fumble recoveries as 
a defensive lineman. In wrestling, he is one of the better 
heavyweights in the country. 


CHOSE NEBRASKA OVER: Alabama, Notre Dame, Florida, 
Oklahoma 


Son of Jennifer and Paul, Jr. Webber 
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A difficult schedule toughened 
up the Nebraska wrestling team this 
winter. With duals against teams 
like Iowa, Illinois and Indiana, and 
also against Big Eight foes lowa 
State, Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State, the Huskers have faced the 
best the country has to offer. 

Nebraska coach Tim Neumann is 
eager to find out how well the tough 
schedule prepared the Huskers for 
the NCAA Wrestling Champion- 
ships, which will be held March 21- 
23 at the Target Center in 
Minneapolis. 

A year ago, the Huskers posted 
one of the finest seasons in school 
history, placing sixth at the national 
meet and were 17-3 in duals. With 
the return of national champion 
heavyweight Tolly Thompson and 
four other All-Americans, Neumann 
is expecting even better things for 
Nebraska this spring. 

“We've wrestled an incredibly 
tough schedule this year, hoping it 
prepares us for the national champi- 
onships,” Neumann said. “We won't 
wrestle anybody we’re not used to 
seeing during the season, that’s for 
sure, 

“The unfortunate thing about our 
sport is that you work for seven and 
a half months and the whole season 
comes down to one competition. But 
we’re in position to improve on 


what we did last year.” 

Leading the way for the Huskers 
is Thompson, a junior who finished 
36-2 last year and became the first 
underclassman in school history to 
win an NCAA title. As of Feb. 8, 
Thompson was ranked second in the 
country with a 32-1 record. 

He is also just the fourth wrestler 
in school history to post three 30-win 
seasons. 

So how much does Thompson 
mean to the Huskers? 

“He’s been our leader the last 
couple of years now, not only during 
meets but also in the wrestling room 
because of his consistent work 
habits,” Neumann said. “It’s nice to 
have him at meets wrestling at the 
end, because we can usually count 
on him to score for us. But he’s a real 
solid performer in practice, too.” 

But Thompson isn’t the only 
Husker to have national champion 
aspirations. Junior Temoer Terry, 
who finished fourth at the NCAA 
meet last year at 150 pounds, has 
moved up to 158 pounds this year 
and won 16 of his first 17 matches. 

As a sophomore last year, Terry 


Nebraska has been counting on 
heavyweight Tolly Thompson to 
finish its meets this year, and he 
hasn’t disappointed. 
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was 35-3 and won 23 consecutive 
matches to open the season. 

Terry has had to battle knee prob- 
lems this winter, but Neumann 
expects to have him back healthy for 
the national meet. 

“All Temoer has to do is get 
healed up and I think he’s one of the 
top two wrestlers at his weight 
class,” Neumann said. “He’s beaten 
the defending national champion 
this year and he’s split matches with 
the top-ranked wrestler at his weight 
class. He should be ready to prove 
he’s one of the best.” 

At 190 pounds, Ryan Tobin is 
ranked fourth in the nation with a 
22-7 record. Tobin was eighth at 
nationals last year. Brad Canoyer, 
who was sixth at the NCAA meet a 
year ago as a redshirt freshman, is 
back as the Huskers’ top wrestler at 
118. He is ranked seventh nationally. 

“Ryan wrestled the No. 1 ranked 
guy (John Kading of Oklahoma) and 
was losing 3-2 with 20 seconds to go 
before he got a single leg hold and 
was ready to win the match,” 
Neumann said. “But he lost his bal- 
ance and ended up on his back, but 


Temoer Terry’s gamble to move 
up to the 158 pound division 
from 150 has paid off with a 
16-1 record so far. 
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he’s right there. He’s close to making 
the next step and competing for a 
national title.” 

The Huskers are solid at other 
weights, too. Erik Josephson is 
ranked ninth at 177 after posting a 
27-3 record to open the season. At 
134, Tony DeAnda, a senior from 
South Sioux City, Neb., is ranked 
fifth at 24-8. At 150 pounds, Jason 
Kraft has struggled this season, 
going 21-12. 

“We're going to need guys like 
Josephson, DeAnda and Kraft to step 
up if we want to be in the thick of 
things at the national champi- 
onships,” Neumann said. “It’s that 
simple.” 

Neumann said he thinks this 
squad will battle for the Big Eight 
Conference title, with Oklahoma 
State, Iowa State and Oklahoma. The 
Huskers defeated both Iowa State 
and Oklahoma in duals this season, 
but dropped a 22-16 decision to 
Oklahoma State. 

The Huskers will compete for the 
final Big Eight title on March 9 in 
Stillwater, Okla. 

“This will be like another NCAA 
meet,” Neumann said. “Last year, 
we had the Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5 teams in 
the nation in the Big Eight, and that 
could be the case this year. We feel 
like the Big 10 feels in that we have 


to go through a national tournament 
to get to the national tournament.” 

The thought of going against the 
best doesn’t scare Neumann. The 
Huskers have been doing it all sea- 
son. 

At the Cliff Keen National 
Wrestling Coaches Association 
National Duals in January in 
Lincoln, Nebraska advanced to the 
finals before a 20-15 loss to top- 
ranked Iowa. In reaching the finals, 
the Huskers beat No. 8 Arizona State 
28-7 and No. 9 Penn State 25-10, 

In addition, Nebraska has posted 
victories over No. 20 Ohio State, No. 
25 West Virginia, No. 22 Pittsburgh 
and No. 5 Minnesota. The Huskers 
also tied Oklahoma State earlier in 
the year before losing at home in 
early February. 

For their efforts, the Huskers are 
ranked third in the national dual 
rankings, behind Iowa and OSU. 

“It's really good to wrestle teams 
like Iowa and Oklahoma State and 
other good teams,” Neumann said. 
“If you only compete against weaker 
teams, you can’t tell what your 
weaknesses are. But your weakness- 
es are fully exposed against teams 
like Iowa. 

“By going against the best, we 
know what we have to do if we want 
to be the best.” Mf 


Pettit 
Signs 
Three 


Tom Osborne wasn’t the only 
Nebraska coach with a national title 
under his belt to clean up on nation- 
al signing day. 

Fresh off his first national title, 
Terry Pettit landed three outstand- 
ing prep players addressing needs 
and holes on his volleyball team. 

The Huskers inked middle block- 
ers Katie Jahnke and Tonia Tauke as 
well as outside hitter Mandy 
Monson. 

“It's a typical Nebraska recruiting 
class,” Pettit said. “All of them are 
strong athletes and great students. 
You won't know until four years 
later how this class compares to oth- 
ers. 

“Historically, we've always had 
at least one freshman play a signifi- 
cant role.” 

That someone could very easily 
be Jahnke, a 6-foot middle blocker 
from West Bend, Wis. 

Jahnke, a third-team Mizuno 
High School All-American, led her 
team to two state championship fin- 
ishes and a runner-up finish during 
her four-year career. The two-time 
conference Player of the Year, she 
finished fifth at the 1995 Nike 
Challenge. 

“Her biggest strength is her tran- 
sition attack. Physically, she is very 
strong and powerful,” Pettit said. 
“She is probably the most experi- 
enced player we have coming in. 
Physically, she has the potential to 
play a significant role.” 

A middle blocker with the size 
and quickness to dominate the net, 
Tauke (6-3) has been compared to 
current NU player Jen McFadden. 
Tauke, from Council Bluffs, lowa, 
was an alternate on the 1995 Junior 
National Team. 

“She has exceptional agility and 
strong ball handling skills,” Pettit 
said. “Her hand-eye coordination is 
exceptional.” 

Monson, a middle blocker at 
Wallace, Neb., was the honorary 
captain of the 1995 Lincoln Journal 
Star D-2 All-State team. 

“She will be an outside hitter at 
Nebraska,” Pettit said.“ With training 
and experience she will be a tremen- 
dous player at Nebraska.” 


RELOADING FROM WITHIN 


Pettit will look to his already stocked 
cupboard for next year’s leaders 


When Nebraska volleyball coach Terry Pettit looked up into the stands 
at the Mullins Center in Amherst, Mass., just before his Huskers played for 
the national championship, he saw many familiar faces. 

A number of former Nebraska standouts were in the crowd, rooting the 
Huskers on to their first national championship with a four-game win 
against Texas. A day later, Pettit publicly thanked his former players, not 
only for being there to witness history, but for also playing a part in win- 
ning the title. 

“] feel particularly good about the players on this team, but I feel good 
about walking into that arena and seeing Angie Millikin, Val Novak, Lori 
Endicott, Karen Dahlgren and knowing this is important to them,” Pettit 
said. 

“This is very meaningful to them, because without them, this does not 
happen.” 

In the near future, Pettit could be looking into the stands and seeing the 
three seniors who helped make the national championship possible — mid- 
dle blocker and three-time All-American Allison Weston, two-time All- 
America setter Christy Johnson and outside hit- = 
ter Billie Winsett, who had 25 kills in the title 
match and whom Pettit considers one of the 
best passers in NU history. 

It will be tough for Pettit to replace the three 
standouts, but Nebraska won’t be without fs 
experience and talent next year. ) 

For starters, sophomore outside hitter Lisa 
Reitsma earned first-team All-America status 
this season, She averaged four kills per game 
this season, second best on the team behind 
Weston. 

Reitsma, a 6-foot-4 native of Sanborn, Iowa, ff 
put down a career-high 37 kills in a five-game |} 
victory against Florida during the regular sea- ’ 
son. 

In the middle, blocker Jen McFadden will be 
a senior in 1996. Injuries limited McFadden’s 
play early in the year, but she still averaged 
nearly two kills per game, and she also aver- 
aged more than one block. 

Junior outside hitter Kate Crnich, who had 25 
kills against Texas in the national championship 
game, also returns. Crnich, the Huskers’ fifth 
option on offense, took advantage of Texas’ plan 
to focus on Weston and Reitsma during the final 
to post a career high in kills. 

In addition, middle blocker Stacie Maser, a redshirt freshman from 
Lincoln, started most of the season and averaged more than one kill and 
nearly one block per game. 

Hitter/ defense specialist Maria Hedbeck proved to be one of the 
Huskers’ top players in the back row. As a freshman, Hedbeck was one of 
the team’s top hitters before a shoulder injury limited her at that spot. 

Fiona Nepo, who will be a sophomore in the fall, is the heir apparent to 
Johnson at setter. Nepo, a native of Honolulu, was an All-American as a 
high school senior and was considered one of the top recruits in the nation. 

Freshman Lisa Avery, who stands 6-1, could be asked to help fill the 
void left by Weston in the middle. Avery redshirted during this season. 
Sophomores-to-be Jaime Krondak or Renee Saunders will battle with others 
to take Winsett’s place at outside hitter. Krondak had 31 kills while playing 
in 26 matches, and Saunders recorded just six kills in very limited playing 
time. ll — Mark Derowitsch 


2% 


When healthy 
Maria Hedbeck has 
been one of NU’s 


top players in the 
back row. 
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errance Badgett stud- 
ied, intently, the final 
statistics from 
Nebraska's 88-73 loss to 
Kansas at the Devaney 
Sports Center in late 
January. 

The Jayhawks came to Lincoln 
with a No. 3 national ranking and an 
eight-game winning streak, follow- 
ing their only loss in 15 games. Even 
so, the Cornhuskers, who had won 
six of their previous seven games, 
were optimistic about an upset. 

The game, televised regionally by 
CBS, attracted a sellout crowd of 
14,620 on an unseasonably warm 
Super Bowl Sunday afternoon. 

The setting was appropriately 
dramatic for a tradition-rich rivalry 
that dates to 1900. But the upset 
didn’t occur. 

Nebraska played Kansas to a 
standoff in the first half. The 
Jayhawks held a tenuous, 36-35 lead 
at the intermission. But the early 
minutes of the second half were fatal 
for Nebraska, which had shown an 
unfortunate, and inexplicable, 
propensity toward slow second-half 
starts. 

Finally, after he had digested 
every fact contained in the statistics, 
Badgett answered the questions of 
reporters assembled in the ready 
room next to the Cornhusker locker- 
room. “The first five minutes of the 
second half, they were outrageous,” 
he said. “We didn’t control it.” 

Even so, Badgett saw something 
positive in the Cornhuskers’ fifth 
loss in 20 games. “When we're 
down, we don’t give up. I see a lot of 
heart on this team. We don’t stop 
playing,” he said. 

You've got to have heart, of 
course. Otherwise, Nebraska might 
have given up when the deficit 
reached 18. But the Cornhuskers bat- 
tled back. They cut the margin to 
seven points and had three posses- 
sions to pull even closer. 
Unfortunately, each of the posses- 
sions ended with a bad-pass 
turnover. 

Badgett was asked if the team’s 
confidence had been shaken by the 
loss. “Not at all,” he said, repeating 
himself for emphasis. “Not at all.” 

After a shocking, 109-104 non- 
conference loss to Northern Iowa at 
the Sports Center in mid-December, 
the Cornhuskers regrouped for the 
start of Big Eight play. Through the 
early games of the conference sched- 
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ule, anyway, Nebraska looked like 
the team it was supposed to be, a 
legitimate contender for a first-divi- 
sion finish and a trip to the NCAA 
Tournament, after a season away. 

That was most apparent in back- 
to-back victories against Oklahoma 
State and Missouri. The Cornhuskers 
went to Stillwater, Okla., having lost 
eight in a row to Oklahoma State at 
Gallagher-Iba Arena and returned to 
Lincoln with an impressive 66-57 
victory. 

On the night before the Oklahoma 
State game, Nebraska players and 
coaches met to discuss the course of 
their season, on the heels of a contro- 
versial 117-100 loss in triple-over- 
time at Oklahoma a week earlier. 

The meeting was intense, lasting 
the better part of an hour and a half, 
according to junior Mikki Moore. 
“Everybody said how they felt. We 
brought up a lot of things,” he said. 
Afterward, “I felt great. It made me 
feel like we were more of a family.” 

Early in the season, “you could 
feel the individual play on the 
court,” Moore said. “Not any more. 
We're doing extra things to help the 
team as a whole now.” 

During the meeting, Moore said, 
the Cornhuskers emphasized three 
goals that would have to be achieved 
in order to achieve their ultimate 
goal: success in the conference and a 
return trip to the NCAA 
Tournament. They would have to 
play hard. They would have to play 
as a team. And they would have to 
improve defensively. 

The Oklahoma loss underscored 
the importance of that third concern. 
“If we had played better defense, we 
wouldn’t have gone into three over- 
times,” said Moore. “We can get our 
offense going. The big thing is to 
step up the defense.” 

Senior Tom Wald, who was side- 
lined early in the season by injury, 
reminded the team of that before the 
Missouri game. He told his team- 
mates: “Remember the meeting in 
Stillwater. We've got to stick with 
what we said.” 

The Cornhuskers did, playing 
aggressive defense and leading 
Missouri from the opening tip to the 
final gun. They were focused, turn- 
ing over the ball only 14 times. And 
they won 76-58. 

The victory was Nebraska’s most 
decisive against Missouri in 30 years. 
It was the Cornhuskers’ third victory 
in a row and their sixth in seven 


Danny Nee has watched his 
team regroup from a shocking 
109-104 non-conference loss 

to Northern lowa and become a 
dominant force in the Big Eight. 


games following a 69-66 loss to 
nationally ranked Mississippi State 
in the championship game of the Far 
West Classic at Portland, Ore., in late 
December. They had trailed 
Mississippi State by 16 points in the 
second half before rallying and 
putting themselves in a position to 
win. 

They rebounded from the 
Mississippi State loss by defeating 
Texas 85-69 at the Sports Center to 
start the new year off right. The 
Texas game was physical, ragged at 
times, and Nebraska didn’t make a 
three-point shot (in only four 
attempts). But, as coach Danny Nee 
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Nebraska is battling 
for an NCAA Tourname 
berth with 
desire and) resilienc 


likes to say, the Cornhuskers found a 
way to win. 

The first time through the Big 
Eight, Nebraska looked like its old 
self, which means Cornhusker fans 
who were hypnotized by the football 
team’s rather matter-of-fact repeat 
national championship (no one real- 
ly challenged Tom Osborne’s team) 
might have been a bit uneasy. 

Nee’s 10th team plays on the 
edge, the way his best teams have, 
an entertaining style but also one 
that is disconcerting for those who 
don’t appreciate a certain amount of 
suspense from one game to the next 
— and aren’t willing to accept an 
occasional loss. 

Tyronn Lue, the second true 
freshman to start a Big Eight opener 
under Nee (the first was Jaron 
Boone), has stepped in and played 
point guard as if he were a veteran. 


And junior college transfer Bernard 
Garner has become a significant fac- 
tor inside, where Nebraska still takes 
its lumps all too often. 

Lue and Garner have been wel- 
come additions to the lineup, as has 
true freshman Venson Hamilton and 
redshirted freshmen Andy 
Markowski and Leif Nelson, whose 
role changed when senior Chris 
Sallee used up his eligibility during 
the first semester. 

Nebraska’s 12-3 non-conference 
record, though one and possibly two 
victories off what it might have 
been, was sufficient to give the 
Cornhuskers hopes of getting to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Still, the loss to Kansas at home 
pointed out how far they are from 
the nation’s best teams, Nee said 
afterward. “At halftime, we figured 
the key would be transition defense 


the first five minutes of the second 
half. It turned out to be a night- 
mare.” 

The key was properly identified. 
“We talked about just what hap- 
pened,” said Strickland. 

Nebraska experienced problems 
with slow second-half starts during 
the non-conference season and into 
Big Eight play. “We've got to find a 
way to get out of that slump,” 
Strickland said. 

The loss to Kansas could be 
traced directly to that problem, and 
the Jayhawks’ rebounding strength, 
and Nebraska’s unforced turnovers, 
and... 

But the Cornhuskers also showed 
resiliency during that stretch. “This 
is not going to get us down,” Garner 
said. 

In that sense, at least, it seemed 
like old times. Hf 
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¢ 100% Cotton, 
1-800-866-8048 


Heavyweight T-shirt 
* Great Gift Idea 
¢ Perfect for any Husker Fan 
* Not Available in Stores 
e Order Yours Today! 
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Look who’s stopped 
by SportsDay 
MidAmerica..... 


Roy Firestone « Dr. Gene 
Budig * Marvin Miller * Ken 
Stabler * Gale Sayers * 
Tony Dorsett * Ray Scott « 
Barry Switzer * Tom 
Osborne * Roy Williams * 
John Wooden «® Eric 
Piatkowski * Bud Collins 
Johnny Mitchell ¢ Darin 
Erstad « Mike Rozier « 
Johnny Rodgers « Eddie 
Sutton * Emmitt Smith « 
Todd Christensen * Howard 
Schnellenberger ¢« Jackie 
Sherrill « Rick Reilly * Ernie 
Harwell * Pat Haden « Al 
McGuire * Billy Packer » 
Beano Cook « Terry 
Bradshaw « Chet Forte ° 
Andre Woolridge « Jon 
Miller ¢ Jim Ryun ¢* Brent 
Musburger * Doug Flutie « 
Trev Alberts * Charlie Ward 
e« Mel Allen ¢ Steve 
Paliermo * Earle Bruce * 
Billy Tubbs 


America’s biggest 
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With Jil ROSE 


Monday — Friday 
6 to 8 p.m. CDT 


To find SDMA where you 
live call: 


402-556-8000 
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Back To Back Championship Sweatshirt 

The Nebraska name is stretched from shoulder to shoulder 

on this very popular and unique championship sweatshirt. 

Featuring a Back to Back championship design. Made of 

7G neck: 50% cotton and 50% polyester. Large and X-large available. 


‘Pay i 8 “ORDEY 


Call 4-8 $29.90 ea. Item # NECOF20160 (Large) 


$29.90 ea. Item # NECOF20161 (X-large) 


Back To Back Championship Hat 
Celebrate the Huskers Back to Back National Titles 
with this wool blend adjustable black hat. 


$19.95 ea. Item # NECOF20185 


1994 National Championship Football 
Commemorate the 1994 National Championship with this 
full leather football. This football features a bold and colorful 
design and only 92 footballs remain! 


$44.95 ea, Item # NECOF 19884 


Nebraska Back to Back Plaque 

This plaque commemorates the Huskers Back to Back 
Championships. Featuring the 1994 and 1995 season 
scores, record and a textured football field mounted 
on a walnut base. 


$84.95 ea. Item # NECOF20162 
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TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 7 DAYS A WEEK 1700NEB 


¢1T CULMINATED IN TEMPE - BUT IT STARTED HERE® 


Whether YOUR first MEMORY is. from the 1st or the 200th sellout — the cheers, the tears, and the excitement on every BIG RED Saturday 
afternoon are celebrated in this full-color print. Relive your heartfelt emotions of Nebraska's FIELD OF DREAMS! 


From “THE FIELD to the tields...this 1s 


1, “We Shared The Dream” Limited Edition, S/N Print (Shown above)..........$175 
2. “Husker House” Limited Edition, S/N Print (Shown at right).......ccceeeed 75 


“The Road To ane National Championship’ 


Acrylic Paintings 
Commissioned for Coach Tom Osborne’s Office 


eM ove by UNL Graduate and Big Red Fan, Linda Lambrecht Stych 


Determination 
Together” 


COMMISSIONED BY 


THE UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 


* PRINTS AVAILABLE SOON * 


C. “Reflections of Dear D. “Champions—A Goal Achieved 


Ol’ Nebraska U” Through Teamwork & Unity 
8 ; CALL FOR A COLOR BROCHURE 
1. Limited Edition, Signed, Matched Numbered, 4-Print Set (Items A,B,C,D)...$140 ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


2. Individual prints of series. Sizes include print and double mats. 0 
Print A 30. fk See < 75-0 Send check or money order plus 5-1/2% sales tax to: 
Print B 19 1/2 X 20 1/4 $ 70.00 (SHIPPING INCLUDED) 
Print C 19 X 24 $ 75.00 . 
Print D 21 X 28 $ 80.00 Linda Stych 
3. Husker Collage - 4 Mini Images in one Custom Designed double mat............. sso 21 15 Park Place Drive, Fremont, NE 68025 


4. Set of 4 Art Cards and Championship: Story..........csssesscscsssoresscssererscscssscetonssoes $11 402-727-7845 


